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Unit 1  Countries



Training Focus: understanding descriptions of certain countries and talking about geography

Cultural Note:    A Quiz Show is a kind of TV program which enjoys high popularity in the west. Contestants give their answers to the questions which are asked by the presenter. These questions are about a variety of topics. Points are awarded for each correct answer. Finally, the winner is chosen and prizes are given.
Key
Section One

1.
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   Where in the world is it?
((((((((((((((((((((((((((

	Partner’s Name: ____________

1. The highest mountain in the world: 

    Mount Everest






2. The country with the highest waterfall in the world:

   Venezuela (Angel Falls)





3. The country with the largest man-made structure:

    China (the Great Wall) 




4. The country with the longest river in the world:

    Egypt (the Nile river)





5. The largest country in Africa:

    Sudan








Final Score: ________


Questionnaire for Student A
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Partner’s Name: ____________

1. The largest desert in Asia: 

   the Gobi Desert




2. The smallest continent in the world:

   Australia






3. The country with the largest population:

   China






4. The largest country in America:

   Canada






5. The largest city in the U.S. according to population size:

   New York





Final Score: ________


Questionnaire for Student B
2.
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1. The highest mountain in the world?

The answers given: Europe, Asia

The correct answer: Asia (Mt. Everest.)

2. The smallest continent in the world?

The answers given: Australia
The correct answer: Australia
3. The country with the largest population?

The answers given: India, China
The correct answer: China
4. The country with the largest man-made structure?

The answers given: The United States, Egypt

The correct answer: China (The Great Wall.)
5. The country with the longest river in the world?

The answers given: Egypt.

The correct answer: Egypt



3. (Omitted.)
4.

	Number
	Country
	Information

	1.
	Venezuela
	South America, just north of the equator.

	2.
	India
	Northern Hemisphere. Southwest of China.

	3.
	Indonesia
	Below the equator. North of Australia.

	4.
	Italy
	On the Mediterranean Sea. In southern

 Europe. 

	5.
	Egypt
	In northeastern Africa. Above the equator.

	6.
	The Philippines
	In Northern Hemisphere. In Asia.

	7.
	Brazil
	On the equator, on the Atlantic Ocean, the

 largest population in South America 

	8.
	Mexico
	In the Northern hemisphere. In north

 America.


5.
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	Country
	People
	Language(s)

	The United Kingdom
Japan

Canada

Australia
	British
Japanese

Canadian

Australian
	English
Japanese

English/French

English


(continued)

	Country
	People
	Language(s)

	Brazil

Chile

France

Greece

Italy

Mexico

The United States

China
	Brazilian

Chilean

French

Greek

Italian

Mexican

American

Chinese
	Portuguese

Spanish

French

Greek

Italian

Spanish

English

Chinese


Section Two

1. (Omitted.)
2.
	
	Country
	Features
	Climate
	Personality

	1st Speaker


	New Zealand
	open space, beautiful

 nature, the beaches

 only ten minutes

 away, skiing only

 an hour away
	extreme climate,

 hot summers 

 and cold

 winters
	easy-going,

 having a slightly

 more relaxed

 way of living

	2nd Speaker


	America
	a large country of

 outstanding natural

 beauty
	a variety of climate

 and weather

 conditions
	different personalities:

 more reserved and

 harder in the east 

 and laid-back,

 warmer, more open

 in the west.


3.
	1) 2nd biggest

2) 26 million

3) forest

4) warm

5) an overcoat

6) quarter

7) Germans
	18) Quebec

19) Pacific salmon

10) waffles

11) foreign wine

12) woolen sweaters

13) dollar




4. Speaking: (Pair-work) Join a partner and discuss the geographical informationabout China. Fill in the form below with the right information.
	CHINA

((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
Geographical feature: continent and islands

Location: East Asia

Capital city: Beijing

Size: 9.6 million square kilometers

Population: about 1.3 billion
Climate: varied, from tropical in the south to cold in the north

Landscape: a. East  flat, fertile land
          b. West  rough and mountainous

Transportation and communication:             

          sophisticated roads, railways and air networks

Natural resources: wheat, rice, corn, varied vegetables, fruits;

                varied ores, oil, etc. 

Wild life: panda, monkey, bear, tiger, wolf, snakes, etc.


5.
	Country
	Geographical Location
	Capital City

	Mexico
	Central America
	Mexico City

	Australia
	southern hemisphere between the

 Pacific Ocean and the India Ocean
	Canberra

	India
	South Asia
	New Delhi

	Switzerland
	Central Europe
	Bern

	Norway
	Northern Europe
	Oslo

	Saudi Arabia
	West Asia
	Riyard


(continued)

	Country
	Geographical Location
	Capital City

	Zimbabwe
	South Africa
	Harare

	Morocco
	North Africa
	Rabat

	Brazil
	South America
	Brasilia

	Cuba
	Central America
	Havana

	Thailand
	Southeast Asia
	Bangkok


Section Three

Section A

Tapescript

1. W: Hello, John. This is Alice. I’m calling from work. How is your mother feeling?

  M: That’s thoughtful of you. Mom is out of the hospital, but she has to stay in bed a few more days.

  Q: Where is Alice?

2. M: I have an appointment to see Dr. Gran for a physical exam.

  W: Please have a seat. She will finish the operation in a few minutes.

  Q: Where does this conversation probably take place?

3. M: Are men’s suits on the seventh floor?

  W: No, they are here on the sixth. The seventh’s women’s suits.

  Q: Where does this conversation probably take place?

4. M: Since it’s raining so hard, let’s go in and see the new exhibition.

  W: That’s a good idea. Picasso is one of my favorite painters.

  Q: Where are the speakers standing?

5. W: Your city hall seems quite modern. When was it built?

  M: Only last year, but the old one was superior architecturally. It has been turned into a museum.

  Q: Where is the museum located?

6. W: Do you have any experience in doing this kind of work?

  M: I’m afraid I don’t, but I’ve always been interested in this type of work.

  Q: Where does the conversation probably take place?

7. W: Where were you on New Year’s Eve last year?

  M: I don’t remember a lot of the details, because I had quite a bit of drink that night, but I spent most of the time on a beautiful cruiseship sailing from Barbados to New York.

  Q: Where was the man on New Year’s Eve last year?

8. M: We’re going to have a dancing party tonight. Would you join us, Betty?

  W: No, I’m afraid not. I’ll have to see my mother off. She’s leaving for Shanghai to see my grandfather. He is very ill.

  Q: Where is the woman going tonight?

Key

1. D   2. C   3. A   4. A   5. A   6. D   7. C   8. C

Section B

Tapescript

Passage A

Now that I’ve pulled your tooth, I want to give you some words of advice. Remember that this is surgery. You need to go home and rest for the rest of the day. You shouldn’t do your  regular work. Since you’re an adult, it might take you longer to heal than if you were a child.

The most important thing to remember is to apply ice to your cheek immediately when you get home. You can use an ice bag or put some ice in a towel.  Hold it on your cheek twenty minutes and then take it off twenty minutes. Keep this up for four or five hours.

Secondly, don’t wash your mouth today. Tomorrow you should wash your mouth gently every three or four hours with salt water. Continue this washing for several days.

Don’t be alarmed if there is some bleeding this morning. A little bleeding is normal after pulling a tooth.

That’s all I want to tell you. Call me anytime if you have a lot of bleeding or pain. And remember to apply ice right away.

1. Who is probably speaking?

2. What does the speaker say is the most important thing to do?

3. What does the speaker say about some bleeding?
Passage B

Today we talk over long distance without difficulty. The human voice is carried by efficient technical devices, such as radio or telephone. Written messages can be sent just as fast—by telegraph or teletype. These systems depend on a fairly recent discovery: electricity. People managed without electric current for many centuries. People with a message often had only one choice, namely, to send a messenger. Here and there other means of communication were developed, for example, the smoke signals of the American Indian. The receiver of the signal had to be within eye range—on a clear day. Africans developed another similar device: the talking drums. These carried news from village to village, for instance, warnings of enemy attack. The South Sea islanders used hollowed-out trees sounding like huge gongs. Each such signaling system needs two major elements: a medium and a code. The medium is the physical device for conveying the message. The code is needed to turn words into signals. Each signal must mean the same to the drummer and to the listener—to the transmitter and to the receiver. 

4. What does the passage mainly talk about?

5. As a form of communication, which of the following can’t be done without electricity?

6. Why did Africans use talking drums?

7. Who used hollowed-out trees sounding like huge gongs to send messages?

Key

1. B    2. D    3. C   4. D   5. B   6. A   7. C
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