SAT词汇宝典

Word List 1

Word List 1
	predetermine 
	v.  
	predestine; settle or decide beforehand; influence markedly.

	imprudent 
	adj.  
	lacking caution; injudicious.

	complaisant 
	adj. 
	trying to please; obliging.

	xenophobia 
	n. 
	fear or hatred of foreigners.

	defuse 
	v. 
	remove the fuse of a bomb; reduce or eliminate a threat.

	meddlesome 
	adj. 
	interfering.

	recession 
	n.
	withdrawal; retreat; time of low economic activity.

	coercion 
	n. 
	use of force to get someone to obey.

	default 
	n. 
	failure to act.

	circumscribe 
	v. 
	limit; confine.

	cipher 
	n. 
	nonentity; worthless person or thing.

	catechism 
	n. 
	FAQ, Q&A book for religious instruction; instruction by question and answer.

	hedonist 
	n. 
	one who believes that pleasure is the sole aim in life.

	debacle 
	n. 
	sudden downfall; complete disaster.

	camouflage 
	v.  
	disguise; conceal.

	transgression 
	n. 
	violation of a law; sin.

	discrepancy 
	n.  
	lack of consistency; difference.

	coincidence 
	n. 
	two or more things occurring at the same time by chance.

	perforate 
	v. 
	pierce; put a hole through.

	militant 
	adj. 
	combative; bellicose.

	dais 
	n.
	raised platform for guests of honor.

	tenuous 
	adj. 
	thin; rare; slim.

	apparatus 
	n.
	equipment.

	apathy 
	n.  
	lack of caring; indifference.

	sedate 
	adj. 
	composed; grave.

	nepotism 
	n. 
	favoritism (to a relative).

	vernacular 
	n. 
	living language; natural style.

	wry 
	adj. 
	twisted; with a humorous twist.

	impious 
	adj. 
	irreverent.

	dynamic 
	adj. 
	energetic; vigorously active.

	ironic 
	adj.
	resulting in an unexpected and contrary outcome.

	demean 
	v. 
	degrade; humiliate.

	fraternize 
	v. 
	associate in a friendly way.

	turncoat 
	n.  
	traitor.

	esteem 
	v. 
	respect; value.

	foresight 
	n.  
	ability to foresee future happenings; prudence.

	humdrum 
	adj. 
	dull; monotonous.

	pellucid 
	adj. 
	transparent; limpid; easy to understand.

	sluggard 
	n. 
	lazy person.

	promote 
	v. 
	help to flourish; advance in rank; publicize.

	scenario 
	n. 
	plot outline; screenplay; opera libretto.

	colloquial 
	adj.
	pertaining to conversational or common speech.

	agenda 
	n. 
	items of business at a meeting.

	largess 
	n. 
	generous gift.

	tether 
	v. 
	tie with a rope.


Practices for Word List 1

Exercise 1: Fill in each blank with a word from the word box in the right form to make each of the sentences complete

	impious
	recession
	humdrum
	vernacular
	coercion

	promote
	hedonist
	catechism
	largess
	tether

	dais
	militant
	
	
	


	1.
	Since the regulations were introduced in 1978, China has kept its population in check using persuasion, ______ and encouragement.

	2.
	All fear separatism and ______ Islam, and in Moscow and Beijing at least, there is a keen sense that the Eurasian heartland should not be dominated by the United States.

	3.
	Your talent for writing, speaking and debate enables you to influence others and ______ your own ideas.

	4.
	The primary concern was that a worldwide ______ might just be inevitable, despite a coordinated bank rescue plan being discussed in places like Brussels, where European leaders are meeting.

	5.
	Over the weekend, German politicians said banks benefiting from the ECB’s funding and low rates should share the ______ with corporate and household borrowers.

	6.
	There were people here, townsfolk and laborers and even peasants, gathered facing the ______ from a respectful distance.

	7.
	Folks with such a pattern typically avoid ______ jobs, but seek careers that idealistically feed their imagination and appease their spiritual yearnings.

	8.
	Though he professed to be a socialist and declared“class war”on the capitalist system, he heartily enjoyed all that money could buy and squandered several fortunes like a true ______.

	9.
	He ______a donkey and a horse to a tree.

	10.
	A man who was a witness of the shipwreck claimed that the decrees of the gods were unjust, for to lose a single ______ person they had also made the innocent perish.

	11.
	It seems obvious that all poets have the right to use the illustrious ______.

	12.
	Keen on flouting Catholic doctrines, all present promised to commit all the seven deadly sins mentioned in the Roman Catholic ______ and to never perform any good works.


Exercise 2: Select the lettered word or set of words that best completes each of the sentences below

	1.
	The sloth’s greenish color and its sluggish habits provide an effective ________: hanging quietly, the sloth resembles a bundle of leaves.

(A) camouflage　
(B) protection　
(C) shield　
(D) overburden　
(E) shelter

	2.
	His dream to own a vineyard came with a job change and the ______ of inheriting a handsome amount of family money from the UK.
(A) occurrence　
(B) coincidence　
(C) convergence　


(D) misfortune　
(E) transition

	3.
	He was a ________ amidst the throng of celebrities at the party; nobody paid him the slightest attention.

(A) movie star　
(B) widely-acclaimed artist　
(C) cipher　


(D) iconoclast　
(E) atheist

	4.
	The Wall Street ________ of 1929 brought untold hardship to millions of working people in addition to throwing tens of thousands of reckless speculators and gamblers into financial ruin.

(A) humiliation　
(B) debacle　
(C) revelry　
(D) exuberance　
(E) defeat

	5.
	This paper studies the literary and ______ readings of Minnan dialect in Fujian and Eastern Guangdong Province; it includes two parts.
(A) figurative　
(B) fictitious　
(C) colloquial　
(D) ethnic　
(E) aboriginal

	6.
	Gergen thought the only way to ______ the pressure for an independent counsel was to produce the documents; right now the public’s demand for disclosure was mounting.

(A) alleviate　
(B) soothe　
(C) aggravate　
(D) defuse　
(E) sidestep

	7.
	Seryozhka in himself is a nonentity, a ______, a drunkard, and a wastrel, but when he has his red lead or compasses in his hand he is at once something higher, a servant of God.
(A) sluggard　
(B) patriot　
(C) demagogue　
(D) enthusiast　
(E) defector

	8.
	In the bond market, investors bet that interest rates will remain low, inflation benign and borrower ________ levels at unusually low rates.
(A) delinquent　
(B) aversion　
(C) foreclosure　
(D) default　
(E) bankrupt

	9.
	Today the powers of the majority of nations are severely ________ by the need to attract inward investment; without access to capital, their ability to provide jobs and security is seriously ________.

(A) circumscribed…limited　
(B) muted…sabotaged　
(C) bolstered…augmented　
(D) constricted…enhanced　
(E) increased…decreased

	10.
	She was an old-fashioned wife, entirely ________ to her husband’s will.

(A) contradictory　
  (B) complaisant　  
(C) submissive　


(D) complimentary　
(E) antagonistic

	11.
	We have found that a little ________ in these areas helps to prevent careless errors later on.
(A) forbearance　
(B) hindsight　
(C) hesitation　
(D) foresight　
(E) brooding

	12.
	Individual young people develop skills, knowledge and expertise leading to improved self ________and ________ in themselves.
(A) esteem…belief　
(B) assessment…appraisal　
(C) degradation…denial　


(D) motivation…deprivation　
(E) criticism…exaltation

	13.
	Mr. Teague believed that the Sussex League were introducing a code of varying penalties to punish ________ by players.
(A) missteps　
(B) transgressions　
(C) irreverence　
(D) arrogance　


(E) intransigence

	14.
	Under the worst-case ________, the EU can suspend some of the culprit member states’ rights, including voting rights.
(A) scenario　
(B) prediction　
(C) hypothesis　
(D) emergency　
(E) fiasco

	15.
	Wine is a ______, first a friend, then an enemy.
(A) tyrant　
(B) hedonist　
(C) satirist　
(D) turncoat　
(E) anarchist

	16.
	Immutable veracity cannot ______ itself by a lie, and eternal faithfulness cannot ________ itself by neglect.
(A) sanction…approve　
(B) demean…degrade　
(C) extol…reprimand　


(D) disparage…praise　
 (E) contradict…corroborate

	17.
	She is a particularly ________ woman: she pokes her nose in everyone’s business no matter how much protest she gets for this kind of behavior.

(A) obsequious　
(B) disinterested　
(C) sympathetic　
(D) sycophantic　


(E) meddlesome

	18.
	Rather than plotting a course for stability, primer minister Gordon Brown is following an ________ path in an uncertain world.
(A) erratic　
(B) imprudent　
(C) idealistic　
(D) ill-informed　
(E) irrational

	19.
	Mark Twain deals with complex topics such as race and freedom with humor and ________ wit.
(A) polemic　
(B) belittling　
(C) nostalgic　
(D) ironic　
(E) sentimental

	20.
	The skyey and ______ Xiaotianchi is located on the Xiaotianchi Mountain, the northeast of Lushan. The lake, which never runs dry after a long drought and never overflows after a long rain, is known for its heavenly beauty and clear water.
(A) tranquil　
(B) muddy　
(C) pellucid　
(D) agitated　
(E) mystic


Exercise 3: Fill in each blank with a word from the word box in the right form to make each of the sentences complete

	agenda
	xenophobia
	tenuous
	predetermine
	nepotism

	fraternize
	apparatus
	discrepancy
	perforate
	wry


	1.
	Canada’s defenses in the north remain ______.

	2.
	Before you can open the aspirin bottle, you must first ______ the plastic safety seal that covers the cap.

	3.
	Intermaxillary tooth size ______ can affect the final result of orthodontic treatment and its stability.

	4.
	The Johannesburg conference is intended to discuss football’s role in fighting racism and ______.

	5.
	They might not be able to help you directly (______ is a terrible way to start a career), but they might know people who can help you. Ask for introductions.

	6.
	Gradually a ______ smile settled on his face.

	7.
	Every night I go to the Mining University to eat cheap street food, drink cheap Chinese beer, and ______ with the vendors and students.

	8.
	For my personal opinion, every world power has an ______ for international affairs, and China should have one, too.

	9.
	If you ______ that people would not respond to your ad and thus don’t post it, you are killing others’ chance to say yes when they see it.

	10.
	An induction heating roller ______ varies temperature distribution in the axial direction of a heating roller.


Answer Key (Wordlist 1)

Exercise 1

1.coercion 2.militant 3.promote 4.recession 5.largess 6.dais 7.humdrum 8.hedonist 9.tethered 10.impious 11.vernacular 12.catechism 
Exercise 2

1.A 
2.B 
3.C 
4.B 
5.C 
6.D 
7.A 
8.D 
9.A 
10.B 
11.D 
12.A 
13.B 
14.A 
15.D 
16.B 
17.E 
18.B 
19.D 
20.C

Exercise 3

1.tenuous 
2.perforate 
3.discrepancy 4.xenophobia 5.nepotism 6.wry 7.fraternize 8.agenda 

9.predetermine 

10.apparatus
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