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A long time ago, a little boy lived in Flanders.
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His name was Nello and he lived with ), %" 5 e 5

his grandfather. .
When Nello was a baby, his parents died.

So his grandfather took care of him. '

Every morning, Grandfather woke up very early

and collected milk from the neighbors’ cows.
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Then he delivered the milk to the town of Antwerp.
When Grandfather pulled the milk-cart, Nello
pushed it from behind. '

They were poor, but they lived happily together.
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One summer day, Nello and Grandfather were
coming home after work.

They saw a big dog lying on the roadside.’

The dog looked weak and very sick.

Grandfather looked at the dog carefully.

“Is he dead?” said Nello.

“No. But I'm afraid he is dying,” said Grandfather.
“Can we take him home?” said Nello. *

“Well, I think we have to find his owner,” said
Grandfather.

They looked around but couldn’t find the owner of
the dog.

“We can’t let him die,” said Grandfather.

“Let’s take him home.”
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Nello and Grandfather took the poor
dog to their hut. '
They took good care of him and

named him Patrasche.

) Patrasche soon became

Y ) healthy again.
: ‘}\-Ei\%? When he finally stood
@

up, Nello cried for joy.
“Grandpa! Come and see Patrasche!”

“Oh, he’s well now,” Grandfather said with a smile.
Patrasche barked and barked cheerfully.

He seemed to say, “Thanks so much.” ?
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Next morning, Nello and Grandfather were
preparing the milk delivery.

Patrasche walked to the cart.

And he stood between its handles.

It looked like he wanted to pull the cart.

“Grandpa, he wants to help you,” said Nello.

“It is too heavy for him,” said Grandfather.

He gently pushed Patrasche aside.

Then Patrasche tried to draw the cart with his teeth.
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At last, Grandfather let Patrasche help him. '

Nello and Grandfather delivered the milk more

easily with Patrasche.
Patrasche pulled the cart every morning.
In the afternoon, he slept in the sun or played with

Nello. Patrasche was very happy in his new home.
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As time went by, Grandfather became very weak. *

He could no longer go out to work.

So, Nello did the milk delivery with Patrasche.

He was just a little boy, but he did it very well and
proudly. Grandfather greeted them warmly

when they came home.
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1. The owner took Patrasche to his hut.
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2. Nello and Patrasche played together after work.

=
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3. Patrasche wanted to help Grandfather.
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4. As time went by, Grandfather became very healthy.
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Nello and his grandfather lived in a little village. They ( )
milk every morning. One day, they saw a sick dog on
the roadside. They ( ) care of the dog and ( ) him

Patrasche. When the dog was well again, he ( ) the milk-

cart.

a. took b. named
c. delivered d. pulled
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Passion for Art
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In Antwerp, Nello sometimes went into the
cathedral. But when he came out, he always
looked very sad.

“I wish I could see the pictures,” he said.
“They are covered in curtains. I must pay to see
them, but [ have no money.”

He gently hugged Patrasche and said,

“If I could see them, I would die happy.”

The pictures were The Elevation of the Cross and
The Descent of the Cross.
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They were painted by the great artist, Rubens. *
Nello deeply admired him.

“I want to be a famous painter like him,”
whispered Nello. Patrasche licked Nello’s
hand softly.

Nello knew his grandfather wouldn’t
understand his dream.

So, he talked about it only to Patrasche | '. i/

and Alois. )
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Alois was a pretty girl. She lived at the mill-house.
She often played with Nello and Patrasche.
One day, Alois asked Nello to draw her portrait. '

She sat on the grass and posed for him.

Nello started to draw her portrait.




After a while, Alois’s father came along.
He found his daughter with Nello.
“Alois! Go home and help your mother!”
he shouted angrily.

“Dad, I just...” Alois began to say.

But she didn’t finish.

“Go home right now!” said her father.

She ran home, crying.
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Alois’s father took the portrait from Nello’s hand. '
He looked at it and was very surprised.

It looked just like his daughter.

“Why are you wasting your time doing this?”
he asked.

“l... I like drawing. I draw everything,” said Nello.
Alois’s father took a silver coin out of his pocket.
“Drawing is a waste of time,” he said.

“But her mother will like this picture. Take this
money and give it to me.”

“I don’t want money, Mr. Cogez,” said Nello.
“You can have the picture.”

Then he called Patrasche and walked away.

“If I had that money, I could see the paintings

in the cathedral,” said Nello to Patrasche.

“But I couldn’t sell her picture.”
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“Why are you wasting your time doing this?” he asked.
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Mr. Cogez didn’t like Nello.

“Don’t let Alois play with Nello,” he said to his
wife.

“But he is a kind and diligent boy,” said his wife.
“The boy is poor,” said Mr. Cogez.

“And he wants to be an artist. An artist is worse than '
a beggar. Keep them apart, or I’ll send her to live ?
with the nuns!”

Alois and Nello couldn’t play together anymore.

A few days later, Alois came to see Nello.

“Nello, my dad is so unfair,” said Alois.

“You did nothing wrong!”

“Alois, don’t be angry with your father,” said Nello.
“He is a good man and loves you very much.

Some day, I will be a great artist. And then, your
father will like me.”

With a sad smile, he sent her away.
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Nello was secretly preparing for his future.

After work, he went to a shed behind the hut.

He drew a portrait of a woodman there.

No one taught him how to draw. '

But he had a talent for art.

He had no colors, so he drew with charcoals only.
But his drawing was beautiful, even in black

and white.

Nello wanted to enter his drawing in a contest

in Antwerp. The contest was open to everybody 2
franc % 5 B . st 4]
W S E Rk
R d A B 15

under the age of eighteen.

And the prize was two hundred francs.
“Patrasche, I really want to win,” said Nello.
“If I get the prize, I can study art.”
Patrasche wagged his tail cheerfully.
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No one taught him how to draw.
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