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The Comparison of the Refugee Recognition in
Japan and South Korea

Jin Zhe

Abstract. Japan and South Korea have the same international law basis for
refugee law, and their definitions of refugees are quite consistent and do not go beyond
the scope of the refugee definition of the Refugee Convention. In form, Korea’s
Refugee Law is an independent and special legislation. Japan does not have a special
refugee law, it regards refugees as special aliens and stipulates them in the Law on
Administration of Entry-Exit and Recognition of Refugees. However, the legal systems
of the two countries are very similar. The legal system of refugee recognition in the two
countries lays stress on the legalization of procedure, but the specific qualifications of
refugee recognition are not specified. Japan’s refugee legislation was more than a
decade earlier than South Korea which insisted on a relatively open position towards
refugees in actual law enforcement.

Key Words: refugee law; refugee recognition; Japan Korea; comparative law
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