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Chapter One
The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland
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1. Location and Resources
2. History and Symbols
3. Education and Recreation
4. Politics and Economy
5. Culture and Customs
6. Intercultural Communication
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Unit 1  Location and Resources
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1. Geographical Location
2. Weather and Climate
3. Natural Resources
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 Vocabulary

1. consist         
[kənˈsɪst]    


v.
      
构成

2. occupy   


[ˈɒkjupaɪ]    

v.         
占据
3. latter      

[ˈlætə(r)]    


adj.

  
后者的
4. respectively  

[rɪˈspektɪvli]


adv.


分别地

5. metropolitan 

[ˌmetrəˈpɒlɪtən]

adj.


大都市的

6. constitute    

[ˈkɒnstɪtju:t]


v.


构成

7. fluctuation   

[ˌflʌktʃu'eɪʃn]


n.


变化

The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland consists1 of three political divisions: England, Scotland and Wales on the island of Great Britain, Northern Ireland is the fourth region of the United Kingdom on the island of Ireland. With a maritime climate, the United Kingdom has a steady, reliable rainfall throughout the whole year. And the United Kingdom is rich in a mix of fossil fuels. Britain has a population of over 60 million and it is very unevenly distributed. London, as the capital city of England and the United Kingdom, together with Edinburgh, the capital city of Scotland, and Cardiff, Welsh capital city are major cities in the United Kingdom. 
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 Geographical Location
The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, commonly known as the United Kingdom (UK) or Britain, is a sovereign state located off the northwestern coast of continental Europe. It lies between the North Atlantic Ocean and the North Sea with the southeast coast coming within 35 kilometers of the coast of northern France, from which it is separated by the English Channel. The country occupies2 the major part of the British Isles and includes the island of Great Britain, the northeastern part of the island of Ireland and many smaller islands. Northern Ireland is the only part of the United Kingdom that shares a land border with another sovereign state—the Republic of Ireland. Apart from this land border, the United Kingdom is surrounded by the Atlantic Ocean, the North Sea, the English Channel and the Irish Sea. The capital, London, is situated on the River Thames in southeastern England.

The total area of the United Kingdom is approximately 244,100 square kilometers. It is a country in its own right and consists of four parts: England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland. The latter3 three of these are devolved administrations, each with varying powers, based in their capital cities Edinburgh, Cardiff and Belfast respectively4. The United Kingdom has 14 overseas territories. These are remnants of the British Empire which, at its height in 1922, encompassed almost a quarter of the world’s land surface and was the largest empire in history. British influence can still be observed in the language, culture and legal systems of many of its former territories.

England is a constituent unit of the United Kingdom and the island of Great Britain. It shares land borders with Scotland to the north and Wales to the west; the Irish Sea is to the northwest, the Celtic Sea to the southwest, while the North Sea to the east and the English Channel to the south, separating it from continental Europe. Most of England comprises the central and southern part of the island of Great Britain in the North Atlantic. The country also includes over 100 smaller islands. England’s terrain mostly comprises low hills and plains, especially in the central and southern England. However, there are uplands in the north and in the southwest. [image: image69.emf] 

In geological terms, the Pennines, known as the backbone of England, are the oldest range of mountains in the country. 

London is the capital city of England and the United Kingdom, the largest metropolitan5 area in the United Kingdom. Located on the River Thames, London has been a major settlement for two millennia. 

London is a global city, with strengths in arts, commerce, education, entertainment, fashion, finance, healthcare, media, professional services, research and development, tourism and transport all contributing to its prominence. It is the world’s leading financial center alongside New York City and the largest in Europe. London has been described as a world cultural capital. It is the world’s most-visited city and has the world’s largest city airport system measured by passenger traffic. 43 universities in London form the largest concentration of higher education in Europe.

London has a diverse range of peoples and cultures, and more than 300 languages are spoken within its boundaries. London contains four World Heritage sites: the Tower of London, Kew Gardens, the site comprising the Palace of Westminster, Westminster Abbey, St. Margaret’s Church, and the historic settlement of Greenwich. Other famous landmarks include Buckingham Palace, the London Eye, Piccadilly Circus, St. Paul’s Cathedral, Tower Bridge, Trafalgar Square and Wembley Stadium. London is home to numerous museums, galleries, libraries, sporting events and other cultural institutions, including the British Museum, National Gallery, Tate Modern, British Library, Wimbledon and over 40 West End theaters. The London Underground is the oldest underground railway network in the world.

Scotland is a constituent unit of the United Kingdom and the island of Great Britain. Occupying one third of the island of Great Britain in the north, it shares a border with England to the south and is bounded by the North Sea to the east, the Atlantic Ocean to the north and west, and the North Channel and Irish Sea to the southwest. In addition to the mainland, over 790 islands constitute6 Scotland. From a geological perspective, the country has three main subdivisions: Highlands and islands, Central lowlands and Southern uplands.
Edinburgh is the capital city of Scotland and the seat of the Scottish Parliament. It is the second largest city in Scotland. Located in the southeast of Scotland, Edinburgh lies on the east coast of the Central Belt, along the Firth of Forth, near the North Sea.

Edinburgh is the administrative, financial, legal, medical and insurance center of Scotland. It owns beautiful scenery and renowned architecture Edinburgh Castle. 

There are two sides to Edinburgh: the historic Old Town with the medieval Edinburgh Castle and cobblestone alleys, and the elegant but classic Georgian New Town. Together, they create a dynamic and fascinating city which truly captures the magical spirit of Scotland.

Wales is a constituent unit of the United Kingdom and the island of Great Britain, bordered by England to its east and the Atlantic Ocean and Irish Sea to its west. The unit lies within the North Temperate Zone, and has a changeable, maritime climate.

Cardiff is the capital and the largest city in Wales. As Europe’s youngest capital, the city is Wales’ chief commercial center, the base for most national cultural and sporting institutions, the Welsh national media, and the seat of the National Assembly for Wales. Cardiff is a significant tourist center and the most popular visitor destination in Wales.

Cardiff was made a city in 1905, and proclaimed the capital of Wales in 1955. Since the 1980s, Cardiff has seen the significant development. A new waterfront area at Cardiff Bay contains the Senedd building, home to the Welsh Assembly and the Wales Millennium Center arts complex.

Northern Ireland is a part of the United Kingdom in the northeast of the island of Ireland. Northern Ireland shares a border with the Republic of Ireland to the south and west. Northern Ireland occupies about one sixth of the island of Ireland and is separated on the east from Scotland, another part of the United Kingdom, by the narrow North Channel. The Irish Sea separates Northern Ireland from England and Wales on the east and southeast, respectively, and the Atlantic Ocean lies to the north. 
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 Weather and Climate  

The climate varies greatly according to season and location, but on the whole, it can be described as temperate maritime, mild with few extremes and a relatively small fluctuation7 in temperatures. Winters tend to be generally mild and cool. The main influence on the climate is Britain’s close proximity to the Atlantic Ocean and the warming of the waters around the land by the Gulf Stream. The most typical feature of climate in Britain is that it is so changeable and unpredictable. The climate of Britain is also characterized by rainfall all year round. Rain is fairly well distributed throughout the year, with late winter and spring the driest period and autumn and winter the wettest.
English weather is diverse, with a generally mild but erratic maritime climate. Contrary to popular belief, it does not rain every day in England. However, it is always advisable to bring some type of waterproof clothing and keep yourself psychologically prepared as a result of the snag. The snag is that people never know what the weather will be like from one day to another. It can be sunny one day and rainy the next.
The climate of Scotland is temperate and oceanic, and tends to be very changeable. It is warmed by the Gulf Stream from the Atlantic, and has much milder winters than areas on similar latitudes. 

Wales lies within the north temperate zone. It has a changeable, maritime climate. Welsh weather is often cloudy, wet and windy, with warm summers and mild winters. The long summer days and short winter days are due to Wales’ northerly latitudes. 

The whole of Northern Ireland has a temperate maritime climate, rather wetter in the west than the east, although cloud cover is persistent across the region. 
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 Natural Resources
The United Kingdom has large deposits of coal, mined for more than 300 years. For most of the 19th and 20th centuries, coal was Britain’s richest natural resource, meeting most of the nation’s requirement for energy. Today, coal can be produced more cheaply in other countries, so many British factories and mines have been closed. Tin and iron ore deposits, once central to the economy, have become exhausted or uneconomical, and the coal industry, long a staple of the economy, began a steady decline in the 1950s that worsened with pit closures in the 1980s. Offshore petroleum and natural gas reserves are significant. 
In the United Kingdom, the majority of electricity is generated by a mix of fossil fuels and nuclear power, releasing millions of tons of carbon dioxide into the environment. The business of generating electricity from the wind is growing fast as the world looks for cleaner ways to produce energy. Coal, oil and gas fired power stations could eventually be replaced by wind farms and other forms of renewable energy. Today, wind is used to generate electricity using wind turbines. Like windmills, wind turbines are mounted on a tower to capture the most energy. 

The main commercial minerals are those used in the construction and building industries such as sand and gravel, limestone and gypsum. They are normally mined from the surface in quarries by using heavy machinery. Smaller quarries are also found across England and provide stone for the local building industry. This means that many parts of England have a distinctive appearance according to the local stone available.

[image: image7.png]


 Exercises
I. Try to answer the following questions according to your understanding of the text.

(1) How many parts does the United Kingdom consist of? What are they?

(2) What are the relationships among Northern Ireland, Ireland and the United Kingdom?

(3) What are those World Heritage sites in London?
(4) What are the major characteristics of the climate in the United Kingdom?

(5) What are the forms of generating electricity in the United Kingdom?

II. Read the following passage carefully, and make a comment on it at the end of the passage in no more than 100 words.
Edinburgh’s population is largely a mixture of middle-class professionals and non-professionals. Both are more prosperous than their ancestors, most of whom emigrated from the surrounding countryside and small towns to provide the 19th century city with unskilled and semiskilled labour. The workforce has changed considerably since then, and now white-collar workers outnumber blue-collar workers. Most of the population is native to Scotland; about one in eight residents was born in England, representing the city’s largest immigrant group by far. There are small percentages of Irish, Chinese, and South Asians, as well as a sprinkling of new immigrants from continental Europe. But the most striking element in the city’s demographic composition is its student population. Edinburgh’s universities enroll tens of thousands of students, many of whom come from overseas and contribute to the cosmopolitan character of the city. There are other unexpected features of life in Edinburgh. Edinburgh’s white-collar workforce commutes both into the center of the city and out from the center to new virtual villages of suburban low-rise office blocks in places such as Gyle and Leith. The commuting belt extends well into Fife, across the Forth Estuary to the north, and as far west as Glasgow, resulting in overcrowded trains and highly congested roads.

A very different city from Scotland’s largest city, the sometimes maligned Glasgow, Edinburgh is changing faster than Glasgow and has a more assured future, particularly since the late 1990s, when it regained its full status as a capital city. Edinburgh largely escaped the motorway schemes of urban planners beginning in the 1960s that proved detrimental to Glasgow’s center. The two cities have a different historical legacy, too. Glasgow experienced a far greater influx of both Roman Catholic and Protestant immigrants from Ireland in the 19th century. As a result, at the turn of the 21st century Glasgow was split about evenly between adherents of Roman Catholicism and those of the Church of Scotland. In Edinburgh, by contrast, members of the Church of Scotland greatly outnumber Roman Catholics, though the proportion of those of all the main denominations who attend church regularly is quite low. 

Comments:
In September 2014, voters in Scotland were asked in a referendum whether they wanted the nation to become independent from the rest of the United Kingdom. Finally, Scots voted against independence in a ballot sanctioned by the British government.

What do you think of the Scottish independence referendum in 2014?
Reference:
Argument:

(1) Being different from the existing political position

(2) Being one of the world’s richest countries, aided by its oil wealth 

(3) Taking charge of its own destiny, free from the shackles of a London-based parliament.
Counter-argument:

(1) United, Britain is one of the world’s most successful social and political unions
(2) Weakened strength as a nation
(3) Causing chaos in different aspects, such as financial system, oil crisis and foreign affairs
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Unit 2  History and Symbols
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1. Historical Periods
2. Historical Figures
3. National Symbols
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 Vocabulary

1. characterize        
[ˈkærəktəraɪz] 
v.


具有……的特征

2. invade       

[ɪnˈveɪd]       
v.


侵略

3. eligible        
 
[ˈelɪdʒəbl]  

adj.


合格的

4. referendum     
[ˌrefəˈrendəm]  
n.


全民公投

5. devolve       

[dɪˈvɒlv]   

v.


移交

6. purity        

[ˈpjʊərəti]    
n.


纯洁

The British history has witnessed intermittent periods of competition and cooperation between the people that occupied the various parts of this island, namely the Romans, the Celts, the Anglo-Saxons and the Vikings. The history of the United Kingdom as a unified sovereign state began in 1707 with the political union of the kingdoms of England and Scotland into a united kingdom called Great Britain. With a long history of more than 2,000 years, Britain has experienced significant changes in politics, economy, culture and science. After the rise and fall of Feudalism and the age of Empire, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland came into being. This new kingdom plays an important role in the world ever since. Alfred the Great, William I, and Elizabeth I are all thought to be the greatest British rulers. The Union Jack represents the union of different countries and the growth of a family of nations whose influence extends far beyond the British Isles. The national anthem of the United Kingdom is God Save the King. 
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 Historical Periods
Prehistoric Britain: The earliest settlers in Britain are the Iberians who came about 3,000 years ago from the Iberian Peninsular (now Portugal and Spain). The Beaker Folk, whose culture was characterized1 by bell beakers buried with their dead in round barrows, settled in Britain 1,000 years later. Both of these two groups were prehistoric people. 

Roman Britain: The Romans were the first to invade2 Britain and came to Britain nearly 2,000 years ago. They changed the country. The Roman Empire made its mark on Britain, and even today, the ruins of Roman buildings, forts, roads, and baths can be found all over Britain.
Anglo-Saxon Britain: The Roman army left Britain about 410 AD. When they had gone, there was no strong army to defend Britain, and tribes called the Angle, Saxon, and Jute invaded. They left their homelands in northern Germany, Denmark and northern Holland and rowed across the North Sea in wooden boats.
Viking Britain: The Viking Age in Britain began about 1,200 years ago in the 8th century AD and lasted for 300 years. About the year 800, bands of fierce raiders began to attack the coasts. They were the Vikings. They came across the North Sea, just as the Anglo-Saxons had done 400 years earlier.
The Middle Ages-Medieval Britain: The Middle Ages in Britain covered a huge period. They took Britain from the shock of the Norman Conquest, which began in 1066, to the Black Death of 1348, the Hundred Years’ War with France and the Wars of the Roses, which finally ended in 1485.
Tudor Britain: Henry Tudor emerged from the Wars of the Roses as the new King of England. Most of the Tudors are powerful kings—Henry VII, Henry VIII, Mary and Elizabeth I. They ruled England from 1485 to 1603—one of the most exciting periods of British history. The English Reformation and Renaissance both came into being during this period.
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Stuart Britain: Elizabeth I was followed to the throne by James VI of Scotland, who became James I of England. The relationship between early Stuart kings and Parliament was acrimonious, which finally resulted in the first English Civil War (1642—1646). Parliament drew most of its support from the middle classes, while the King was supported by the nobility, the clergy, and the peasantry. Parliamentary supporters were known as Roundheads while the king’s army was known as Cavaliers. The Civil War ended up with the execution of King Charles I and the Regency of Cromwell(Fig. 1-1).  
Georgian Britain: In 1714, the British Queen Anne died without any heirs, and the throne was passed to George of Hanover, her nearest Protestant relative, who became George I of England. Under the reign of George I and his two successors, George II and George III, the very nature of English society and the political face of the realm changed—kings took little interest in politics and were content to let ministers rule on their behalf and the English political party system was formed into something resembling what the British have today.
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Victorian Britain: Queen Victoria(Fig. 1-2) ruled for 64 years. The time of her reign (1837—1901) was a time of enormous change in this country, and was characterized as Britain’s “Golden Years”. Britain managed to build a huge empire during the Victorian period. While the empire was thrived on numerous bloody colonial expansion and plundered through almost all around the world. There was peace and prosperity, as the national income per person grew by half. Much of the prosperity was due to the increasing industrialization, especially in textiles and machinery, as well as to the worldwide network of trade and engineering that produce profits for British merchants and experts from across the globe. There was peace abroad, and social peace at home. Taxes were very low, and government restrictions were minimal. There were still problem areas, such as occasional riots, the housing and conditions of life of the working class in town and country. It was also a time of tremendous change in the lives of British people. In 1837, most people lived in villages and worked on the land. By 1901, most had lived in towns and worked in offices, shops and factories.

Contemporary Era: In the 20th century, Britain experienced two World Wars and the cost was high for Britain to win the World War II. After the World War II, Britain no longer had the wealth to maintain an empire, so it granted independence to most of the Empire. The new states typically joined the Commonwealth of Nations. Even though the United Kingdom suffered from economic declines in the postwar era, stagflation in the 1970s and economic crisis in 2008, it still has been one of the leading economies in the world, a leading member of the United Nations and NATO(North Atlantic Treaty Organization), and gradually got recovered, which partially resulted from a British government’s bank rescue package, and the government was to temporarily underwrite any eligible3 lending between British banks.
The Scottish independence referendum4: On September 18, 2014, a referendum was held in Scotland on whether to leave the United Kingdom and become an independent country. Most people over the age of 16 who live in Scotland were eligible to vote. 84.6% of the electorate participated in this historic vote, and 55.8% of whom voted “No”. The United Kingdom government believes that Scotland is better off in the United Kingdom and the United Kingdom is better off with Scotland in it. This referendum was a once-in-a-generation opportunity for people in Scotland to have their say about the country’s future. It happened because the Scottish National Party, who campaigned for Scotland to be independent, won a majority at the last Scottish Parliament election. Even though Scotland chose to remain as part of the United Kingdom, extensive new powers for the Scottish Parliament are to be devolved5.
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Brexit, a portmanteau of the words “British” and “exit”, is the withdrawal of the United Kingdom from the European Union. The United Kingdom voted to leave the European Union on the June 23, 2016 referendum. On March 29, 2017, the United Kingdom government invoked Article 50 of the Treaty on the European Union. The United Kingdom was thus due to leave the European Union on March 29, 2019. As a result, the UK legislated to withdraw from the European Union on January 31, 2020. An eleven-month transition period until December 31, 2020 follows the withdrawal, during which the United Kingdom and the European Union will negotiate their future trade relationship. 
The year 2022 was an unforgettable one for the United Kingdom, with the death of Queen Elizabeth II(Fig. 1-3), three prime ministers and mass strikes across the country. On September 8, 2022, it was announced the Queen had died, aged 96. Her son became King Charles III. Born on April 21, 1926, Elizabeth II was proclaimed Queen after the death of her father, King George VI, on February 6, 1952. She was formally crowned the monarch of the United Kingdom on June 2, 1953. Having ascended to the throne at age 25, Elizabeth became the United Kingdom’s longest reigning monarch in September 2015 when she surpassed Queen Victoria’s record of nearly 64 years. Elizabeth became the world’s longest reigning monarch and head of state. Queen Elizabeth II’s tenure as head of state spanned post-war austerity, the transition from empire to Commonwealth, the end of the Cold War and the United Kingdom’s entry into—and withdrawal from—the European Union. Her reign spanned 15 prime ministers starting with Winston Churchill, born in 1874, and including Liz Truss, born 101 years later in 1975. Her death marked the end of an era.
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 Historical Figures
Alfred the Great(Fig. 1-4)(849—899), was King of the southern Anglo-Saxon kingdom of Wessex and one of the outstanding figures of English history, as much for his social and educational reforms as for his military successes against the Danes. He is the only English monarch known as “the Great”. Alfred successfully defended his kingdom against the Viking attempt at conquest. He had a reputation as a learned and merciful man of a gracious and level-headed nature who encouraged education, proposing that primary education be taught in English rather than Latin, and improved his kingdom’s legal system, military structure and his people’s quality of life.
William I(1028—1087), usually known as William the Conqueror, was the first Norman King of England, reigning from 1066 until his death in 1087. He was previously Duke of Normandy. In the 1050s and early 1060s, as a cousin of Edward the Confessor—the English king, William became a contender for the throne of England. When Edward the Confessor died childless, William built a large fleet and invaded England in September 1066. He was crowned king on Christmas Day 1066 in London and became William I.
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Elizabeth I(Fig. 1-5)(1533—1603) was Queen of England and Ireland from November 17, 1558 until her death and is thought to be one of the greatest British rulers. Single all her life, Elizabeth was also called “the Virgin Queen”, and was the last monarch of the House of Tudor.
Elizabeth’s reign is known as the Elizabethan era, which is famous for one of the greatest military victories in English history—England’s defeat of the Spanish Armada in 1588, and for the English Renaissance, led by playwrights such as William Shakespeare and Christopher.
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 National Symbols 

The flag of the United Kingdom is the Union Flag, which is also referred to as the Union Jack. It was first created in 1606 by the superimposition of the Flag of England on the Flag of Scotland and updated in 1801 with the addition of Saint Patrick’s Flag. The national anthem of the United Kingdom is God Save the King, with “King” replaced with “Queen” in the lyrics whenever the monarch is a woman. The Royal coat of Arms is the symbol of unity in the shape of a shield. The whole is encircled and is supported by a lion and a unicorn. The lion has been used as a symbol of national strength and of the British monarchy for many centuries. The unicorn, a mythical animal that looks like a horse with a long straight horn, has appeared on the Scottish and British royal coats of arms for many centuries, and is a symbol of purity6. At the bottom, the motto of England is written in French, which means “god and my right”. In the Royal Arms, three lions symbolize England, a lion rampant stands for Scotland, and a harp stands for Ireland. 
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 Exercises
I. Try to answer the following questions according to your understanding of the text.
(1) Who were the invaders in the early history of Britain?

(2) What was the “Golden Years” like in Victorian Britain? 
(3) What does “Brexit” mean?
(4) Why is King Alfred named as “Alfred the Great”?

(5) What does the Union Jack refer to?

II. Read the following passage carefully, and make a comment on it at the end of the passage in no more than 100 words.
Sir Winston Churchill, British statesman and author, had an unhappy childhood and was an unpromising student. After joining the 4th Hussars in 1895, he saw service as both a soldier and a journalist, and his dispatches from India and South Africa attracted wide attention. The fame as a military hero helped him win the election to the House of Commons in 1900. He quickly rose to prominence and served in several cabinet posts, though in World War I and during the following decade he acquired a reputation for erratic judgment. 

In the years before World War II, his warnings of the threat posed by Adolf Hitler’s Germany were repeatedly ignored. When the war broke out, he was appointed to his old post as head of the Admiralty. After Neville Chamberlain resigned, Churchill headed a coalition government as the prime minister. He committed himself and the nation to an all-out war until victory was achieved, and his great eloquence, energy, and indomitable fortitude made him an inspiration to his countrymen, especially in the Battle of Britain. Winston Churchill rallied the British people and led the country from the brink of defeat to victory. He shaped Allied strategy in the war. During the Battle of Britain, Churchill’s speeches boosted the British morale during the darkest moments. With Franklin Roosevelt and Joseph Stalin, he shaped Allied strategy through the Atlantic Charter and at the Cairo, Casablanca, and Tehran conferences. Though he was the architect of victory, his government was defeated in the 1945 elections. 

He led the Conservative Party back into power in 1951 and remained prime minister until 1955. He was knighted in 1953; he later refused the offer of a peerage. He was made an honorary U.S. citizen in 1963. In his late years he attained heroic status as one of the titans of the      20th century.

Comments:
Winston Churchill is a controversial figure. Some think that he is often viewed as the best UK Prime Minister in history and his legacy is well deserved; while others think he is a conceited, warlike and overbearing Englishman.
What do you think of Winston Churchill?
Reference:
Argument:

(1) Being very determined and persistent 

(2) Winning the Nobel Prize in literature 

(3) Resisting Germany in World War II

Counter-argument:

(1) Misjudging many situations and ending up in disaster in some military campaigns

(2) Having weakness in his character

(3) Contributing to a period of economic crisis 

Unit 3  Education and Recreation
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1. School Education 
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2. Famous Universities
3. Cultural Life 
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 Vocabulary

1. alternative


[ɔ:lˈtɜ:nətɪv]  

n.


可供选择的事物
2. comprehensive     
[ˌkɒmprɪˈhensɪv]  
adj.


综合性的

3. curriculum        
[kəˈrɪkjələm] 
 
n.


课程

4. guarantee          
[ˌgærənˈti:]  

v.


保证

5. equivalent    

[ɪˈkwɪvələnt]

n.


类似的事物
6. recruitment


[rɪ'kru:tmənt]   
n.


招收
The British education system and academic research level are currently in the world’s leading position. England, Northern Ireland, Scotland, and Wales have separate, but similar, systems of compulsory education. The world-famous education has a holy land at University of Cambridge and University of Oxford. Besides education, the British enjoy a wide range of colorful cultural life from movies to TV programs, from music to sports.
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 School Education 
The State System—11-year compulsory education: Education in the United Kingdom is compulsory. Children are legally obliged to attend school from the age of 5 to 16. State schools are funded by local and central government. About 93% of pupils receive free education from the public sector. The government also sometimes assists schools established by religious groups.
The Independent System—public schools: Parents can choose between sending their children to state schools or to private schools. In the private sector, there are independent schools which are commonly, but confusingly, called public schools. They are called public schools because they were originally seen as “public” alternatives1 to having private tutors in aristocratic households. Independent schools receive their funding through the private sector and through tuition rates, with some government assistance. Independent schools are not part of the national education system. Parents choose to pay fees in order to send their children to these schools because the quality of education is such that their children have a better chance of getting into good universities and/or getting better jobs when they leave school. The most famous public schools are Eton, Harrow and Winchester. Take Eton as an example, the royal family thinks the school is just the place for Wills. In this self-contained world, titles confer no privileges, and the prince is probably not the only boy with a bodyguard. Foreign leaders’ children and scions of Greek shipping magnates bring them along, too.
Pre-primary schooling: Up to the age of 5, children may have some pre-primary schooling in nursery schools, daycare, or play groups. The government has no obligation to provide such facilities and so many are private enterprise arrangements. 

Primary schooling: From the age of 5 to 11, pupils mainly attend state sector primary schools. These schools are called co-educational or mixed schools because they admit both boys and girls. 

Secondary schooling: From the age of 11 to 16, more than 80% of pupils in secondary schools in England and Wales attend mixed schools; 60% in Northern Ireland; Scotland, nearly all. About 90% of secondary schools are comprehensive2 schools which admit children without reference to their academic abilities. Such schools provide a general education. Pupils can study everything from academic subjects like literature and science, to more practical subjects like cooking and carpentry.

Those children who do not attend comprehensive schools attend grammar schools instead. Grammar schools select children, usually at the age of 11, through an examination called “the 11-plus”. Those who show academic potential are admitted to the grammar schools where the emphasis is on advanced academic work rather than the more general curriculum3 of the comprehensive schools.

Further education: At the age of 16, students can decide to quit school and find a job, or they can prepare to sit exams for university entrance, or they can concentrate on vocational training. Every 16-or 17-year-old is guaranteed4 a place in full-time education or training. After five years of secondary education, English, Northern Irish and Welsh students sit their GCSE exams. GCSE exams are the main means of assessing pupils’ progress in their final two years of compulsory education. 
Pupils who hope to attend universities carry on their academic study in the sixth form for a further two years and then sit A-levels exams (General Certificate of Education Advanced Level). Most pupils try to achieve three or four A-levels in the subjects they are most proficient at. Since admittance to universities depends largely on A-level results, the two years spent in the Sixth Form are very important and often very stressful for British pupils. When first-year university students getting to know each other, the most common question after “What’s your name?” and “Where are you from?” is “What A-levels did you take?”

Other pupils who decide not to go to universities may choose to take vocational training. The vocational equivalent5 of A-levels are GNVQs (General National Vocational Qualifications), which provide a broadly based preparation for work or for taking further vocational education.
Higher Education: Recruitment6 of universities is based on the grades of AS, A-levels, GNVQs, school references and the result of interview. British universities are public bodies which receive funds from central government. 
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 Famous Universities
Higher education has a long history in the United Kingdom. The British education system is one of the world’s most ancient education systems, which is famous for its higher education. Oxford and Cambridge date from the 12th and 13th centuries. The two universities are sometimes referred to collectively as “Oxbridge”. British emphasis on education, is shown not only in gathering the famous and oldest schools and universities, but also in no shortage of new style and awareness of the innovative institutions. Higher education implements the two-track system, on the one hand, the autonomy of universities, on the other hand, public colleges and universities. The autonomy of universities refers to the classical universities, modern universities, Open Universities, and eight universities in Scotland; public colleges and universities refer to the multi-disciplinary Institute of Technology, Schools of Continuing Education and the Institute of Education. In Britain, degree titles are based on courses and credits. The most common titles for a first degree are Bachelor of Arts (BA) and Bachelor of Science (BS), granted to students who have passed examinations at the end of three or fours years of study. The second degree is Master, including Master of Arts (MA) and Master of Science (MS). The highest degree title is Doctor of Philosophy (PhD).
The University of Cambridge is a collegiate public research university in Cambridge, England. Founded in 1209, Cambridge is the second-oldest university in the English-speaking countries and the world’s fourth-oldest surviving university.
Cambridge is formed from a variety of institutions which include 31 constituent Colleges and over 100 academic Departments organized into six Schools. The University also operates eight cultural and scientific museums, including the Fitzwilliam Museum, as well as a botanic garden. 
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The university has educated many notable alumni, including eminent mathematicians, scientists, politicians, lawyers, philosophers, writers, actors and foreign heads of state. Many important scientific discoveries and revolutions were made by Cambridge alumni. These include: Understanding the scientific method, by Francis Bacon; The Laws of Motion, by Sir Isaac Newton; Evolution by natural selection, by Charles Darwin; The structure of DNA, by Francis Crick and James D. Watson.
The University of Oxford(Fig. 1-6) is a collegiate research university located in Oxford, England. It is the oldest university in the English-speaking countries. Teaching existed at Oxford in 1096 and developed rapidly from 1167. It has a history as impressive as its alumni. The history and influence of the University of Oxford have made it one of the most prestigious universities in the world.
The university is made up of a variety of institutions, including 36 colleges and three societies and four academic divisions. Being a city university, it does not have a main campus and instead its buildings and facilities are scattered throughout the city center. 

The university operates the world’s oldest university museum, as well as the largest university press in the world and the largest academic library system in Britain. Oxford has educated many notable alumni, including Nobel laureates, Prime Ministers of the United Kingdom and many heads of state and government around the world. 
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 Cultural Life
Movies: A British organization that hosts annual awards shows for film, television, children’s film and television, and interactive media. The British Academy Film Awards Ceremony is in February.
Sir Alfred Hitchcock is an English-American film director, screenwriter and producer. He began his career as a director in 1925 and became prominent with The 39 Steps and The Lady Vanishes.
[image: image80.emf] 

Colin Firth received the Royal Television Society Best Actor Award, who is best known for his successful role in The King’s Speech and he received a BAFTA(British Academy of Film and Television Arts Awards) nomination for his role of Mr. Darcy.
Music: Britain is a nation of music. Britain gives much consideration to music education. There are important music festivals and music halls. The Royal Albert Hall in London hosts the biggest annual classical music festival, known as the Proms.
Britain is more famous for pop music than it is for classical composers or jazz musicians. Names such as the Beatles(Fig. 1-7), the Rolling Stones, Elton John, George Michael and the Spice Girls are known worldwide, but little do people know of other British musicians not in the pop world. In Britain, many youths listen to punk, garage, house, rock, pop and R&B.
Media: The Newspapers are traditionally categorized into two types in the United Kingdom. Broadsheets which are larger in size and are seen as being more intellectual and upmarket; and tabloids which are smaller in size and seen as being more down market than broadsheets, containing more stories about celebrities or gossip. However, some broadsheet papers, such as The Times and The Independent have recently switched to a smaller size.
Internet now offered new opportunities. A newspaper was just that: news printed on papers. But the Internet now offered newspapers different places to publish, and on different media. Many newspapers now have podcasts and videos, and are beginning to compete with radio and television.
The most popular printed newspaper in the UK is The Sun. The mid-market audience mainly reads The Daily Mail. Of the quality newspapers, the most popular is The Daily Telegraph, followed by The Times and The Guardian.
The BBC (The British Broadcasting Corporation) channels offer a mixture of drama, light entertainment, films, sport, educational, children’s and religious programs, news and current affairs, and documentaries. The BBC has national radio networks which together transmit types of music, news, current affairs, drama, education, sport and a range of feature programs. 
Sports: Sport is a huge part of life in the United Kingdom. Numerous sports originated in the country, including cricket, tennis, and football, and the British are obsessed with the sporting life, because it is so easy to get involved, either through watching and supporting a sport, or playing it. Every week thousands of people across Britain participate in a wide variety of sports, playing at all levels or supporting their local team.
Football, above all, has even been described as the “new religion” driven by the multimillion-pound clubs, like Manchester United, Arsenal, Newcastle United, Liverpool, etc. It is a huge industry in its own right with all the above clubs listed on the London Stock Exchange. Thankfully, now mostly free of the hooligan element and mob violence, the traditional working class interest in football has given way to a complete cross-cultural involvement.
Cricket is a serious game, which involves endurance, commitment, and application. Even so, it is actually meant to be fun too, because everybody in the team takes part in either batting or fielding, and usually everybody gets the chance to hit the ball and score runs. Cricket is also a game demanding fair play by the umpire and players.
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 Exercises
I. Try to answer the following questions according to your understanding of the text.
(1) How do you explain the compulsory education in the United Kingdom? 

(2) What do you know about public schools in the United Kingdom?

(3) How many terms is the academic year divided into in the United Kingdom?
(4) What do you know about the famous bands in the music history of the United Kingdom?

(5) What are the most important scientific discoveries and revolutions made by Cambridge alumni?
II. Read the following passage carefully, and make a comment on it at the end of the passage in no more than 100 words.
A broadly comic show with a jarringly artificial laugh track that felt antiquated even in its own time. A show entirely focused on a jug-eared comedian with an unusually square face, sloping nose and beetle brows, a visage that could be alternately menacing and angelic.

Yes, the TV show is Mr. Bean.

It’s not surprising, given that kind of social-media hegemony, that the awkward, arrogant, narcissistic naïf created 35 years ago by Rowan Atkinson is enjoying his fourth or fifth life.
The character has remained steadily popular in Britain, with Mr. Curtis and Mr. Atkinson producing sketches for Comic Relief fund-raisers and Mr. Atkinson appearing as Mr. Bean in the opening ceremony of the 2012 London Olympics. 

Bean sketches follow a formula. The character is placed in an everyday situation—taking a test, shopping, packing for vacation—that disintegrates into a cascading series of predicaments and embarrassments. Mr. Bean responds with both prancing panic and a manic ingenuity that nearly always backfires. 

The lack of dialogue is commonly cited as the main reason for his universal appeal. You don’t need to know English to understand the sketch.

The ordinariness of the situations also plays a role—as crazy as the sketches get, the fundamental problems Mr. Bean faces are the ones we all encounter, like mistakenly ordering the steak tartare or picking up the wrong credit card. Of course, when we try to exchange cards with the man who picked up ours, we don’t end up following him through the store and cowering behind him in a restroom stall while he sits on the toilet.

Mr. Atkinson feels that the most important factor is Mr. Bean’s innocence. “There’s always this sort of feeling of a childlike innocence combined with a childlike vindictiveness and selfishness and instinctive anarchy,” he said. “I think I was considering him like an 11-year-old boy who’s given the responsibilities of an adult but hasn’t learned better. So what is funny about him is watching an adult behave in a way that adults are not supposed to behave.”
Comments:
Mr. Bean is a famous British comedy character. Some describe him as “a child in a grown man’s body”, who is silly and hopeless in society; while others think he shows that British people are good at laughing at themselves.

What is your attitude towards Mr. Bean?

Reference: 
Argument:

(1) Being funny to cause trouble everywhere

(2) Being a cultural icon
(3) Being brilliant for his humor

Counter-argument:

(1) Seeming ill at ease 
(2) Causing inconvenience to others
(3) Being bizarre and stupid sometimes in the show

Unit 4  Politics and Economy
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1. Political System
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2. Political Parties
3. Economy
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 Vocabulary

1. constitutional     
[ˌkɒnstɪˈtju:ʃənl] 
adj.   

宪法的

2. legislation


[ˌledʒɪsˈleɪʃn]

n.


立法

3. coordination

[kəʊˌɔ:dɪˈneɪʃn]
n.


协调

4. conservative

[kənˈsɜ:vətɪv]

adj.


保守的

5. ideological 


[ˌaɪdiə'lɒdʒɪkl]
 
adj.


意识形态的

6. offshore


[ˌɒfˈʃɔ:(r)]

adj.


离岸的

The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland is fortunate in having a stable political situation and well-developed economy. On the one hand, the United Kingdom is a constitutional1 monarchy, in which the most important real power is the choice of the Members of Parliament to form a government, but the Monarch follows the convention that this opportunity is granted to the leader of the political party with the most seats in the House of Commons or who stands the best chance of commanding a majority in a vote of confidence in the Commons. In addition, the United Kingdom of Great Britain is a major developed capitalist country, which has a “mixed economy” operated within the context of well-defined regulations and laws. The system makes the United Kingdom play an important role in the economic globalization and the British people live a high-quality life. 
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 Political System
In classical political theory, there are three arms of the state: the legislature, the judiciary, and the executive. The Monarch is the head of state and the Prime Minister of the United Kingdom is the head of government. The King/Queen’s powers are largely traditional and symbolic. The governments at national and local levels are elected by the people and govern according to British constitutional principles.
The King/Queen is the Head of State in the United Kingdom, Head of the Armed Forces, Fount of Justice. As a constitutional monarch, His/Her Majesty does not “rule” the country, but fulfills important ceremonial and formal roles with respect to the Government. 
The legislature is the British Parliament(Fig. 1-8), where laws are made. And it has three parts: the House of Commons, the House of Lords, and the Monarch. These three institutions must all agree to pass any given legislation2. The House of Commons is the most powerful part. It is where Members of Parliament sit. In modern times, all Prime Ministers and Leaders of the Opposition have been drawn from the Commons, not the Lords. The people who sit in the House of Lords are called peers: they are not chosen by the people. Most peers are now appointed by the government, either because they have inherited the seats from their forefathers or because they have been appointed by the sovereign, at the suggestion of the Prime Minister, such as certain bishops in the established Church of England, and the Judiciary.
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Fig. 1-8  Palace of Westminster or Houses of Parliament

Scotland has its own devolved Parliament with power to make laws on things like education, health and Scottish law. Northern Ireland and Wales have their own devolved Assemblies which have some powers but less than the Scottish parliament. The United Kingdom Parliament remains sovereign and it could end the devolved administrations at any time.

The judiciary of the United Kingdom does not have a single legal system due to it being created by the political union of previously independent countries with the terms of the Treaty of Union guaranteeing the continued existence of Scotland’s separate legal system. Today the United Kingdom has three distinct systems of law: English law, Northern Ireland law and Scots law. The  Supreme Court of the United Kingdom came into being in October 2009, which took on the appeal functions of the Appellate Committee of the House of Lords. The Judicial Committee of the Privy Council, comprising the same members as the Supreme Court, is the highest court of appeal for several independent Commonwealth countries, the United Kingdom overseas territories, and the British crown dependencies. 
The executive refers to the Ministers who run the country and propose new laws. Generally, the United Kingdom Government Ministers have to be a member of either the House of Commons or the House of Lords and every Government Department will have at least one Minister in the Lords, so that the Department can speak in either House as necessary. 
The monarch appoints a Prime Minister as the head of His/Her Majesty’s Government in the United Kingdom. Guided by the strict convention, the Prime Minister should be the member of the House of Commons, who is most likely to be able to form a Government with the support of that House. In practice, this means that the leader of the political party with an absolute majority of seats in the House of Commons is chosen to be the Prime Minister. If no party has an absolute majority, the leader of the largest party is given the first opportunity to form a coalition. To ensure good relations between the Crown and the Parliament, the King/Queen meets regularly with a group of important Parliamentarians, a group which is known as the Cabinet. And the Prime Minister is the most senior minister in the Cabinet, responsible for chairing Cabinet meetings, selecting Cabinet ministers, and formulating government policies. Cabinet meetings are typically held weekly, while Parliament is in session. Around 20 Members of Parliament in the governing party, who are chosen by the Prime Minister will become government ministers in the Cabinet. The Cabinet carries out the functions of policy-making, coordination3 of government departments and the supreme control of the government.
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 Political Parties
The idea of political parties first took form in Britain and the Conservative4 Party claims to be the oldest political party in the world.

There are three major political parties in the British parliamentary system. The Conservative Party and the Labor Party are the two biggest, and any general election is really about which of those two is going to govern. But there is also a third important party, the Liberal Democrats, which were the junior member of the Coalition Government of 2010—2015. 
The Conservative Party is the center-Right party, the party that spent most time in power. In the post-1945 period, the party of government changed fairly frequently, as the Labor government was replaced by the Conservative and vice versa. The Conservative Party was in power for a long period. Basically, the Conservatives are seen as the party of the individual, protecting the individual’s right to acquire wealth and to spend it the way they choose, and so favoring economic policies which businessmen prefer, such as low taxes. 
The Labor Party is the center-Left party, created by the growing trade union movement at the end of the 19th century. Labor is a socialist party. That is to say, they believe that a society should be relatively equal in economic terms, and that part of the role of government is to act as a “redistributive agent”: transferring wealth from the richer to the poorer by means of taxing the richer part of society and providing support to the poorer part of society.
The Liberal Democrats are the third biggest party, and to some extent may be seen as a party of the “middle”, occupying the ideological5 ground between the two main parties. They emphasize the need for change in Britain’s constitutional arrangements to make the government more democratic and accountable. 
In addition to these parties, there are some smaller United Kingdom parties which operate specifically in Wales or Northern Ireland. Each political party chooses its leader in a different way, but all involve all the Members of Parliament of the party and all the individual members of that party. 
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 Economy
National economies can be broken down into three main industries: “primary industries”, such as agriculture, fishing, and mining; “secondary industries”, which manufacture complex goods from those primary products; and “tertiary industries”, often described as services, such as banking, insurance, tourism, and the selling of goods.

Britain’s agricultural sector is small but efficient, producing 58% of the United Kingdom’s food with only 2% of its workforce. Three quarters of Britain’s land is used for agriculture, with about a quarter of that under crops—wheat and barley are the two commonest. The rest is for grazing animals, including cattle, though sheep are the most numerous type of livestock. The best agricultural land is in the southeast of England. The fishing industry provides 55% of the United Kingdom’s demand for fish. Scottish ports land the majority of the fish caught.

British farming is intensive and highly mechanized, but the country is so heavily populated that it cannot supply its own food needs. The vast majority of imports and exports are with other Western European countries.

In the secondary sector of the economy, manufacturing industry remains important, producing 22% of national wealth. British companies are active in all major fields of manufacturing industries, but are particularly strong in pharmaceuticals, chemicals, aerospace and food and drink. 

Energy production is an important part of the United Kingdom economy, accounting for 5% of the national wealth. Since the 1970s, when oil and gas were discovered under the North Sea, Britain has become a major oil and gas producer, in addition to its older coal mining industry, which now only accounts for about 25% of energy supplies, the rest being divided among oil, gas, and nuclear energy. This abundance of energy resources means that the United Kingdom has become an overall exporter of energy. The technology required to extract oil from the difficult offshore6 conditions has given companies in the United Kingdom a strong position in the offshore oil industry around the world. 

The United Kingdom is a developed country with the sixth largest economy in the world. It was a superpower during the 18th, 19th and early 20th century and was considered since the early 1800s to be the most powerful and influential nation in the world, in politics, economics and military strength. The United Kingdom continued to be the biggest manufacturing economy in the world until 1908 and the largest economy until the 1920s. The economic cost of the two World Wars and the decline of the British Empire in the 1950s and 1960s reduced its leading role in global affairs. The United Kingdom has strong economic, cultural, military and political influences and is a nuclear power. The United Kingdom holds a permanent seat on the United Nations Security Council, and is a member of the Commonwealth of Nations.
BP is a British multinational oil and gas company headquartered in London, England. Starting in 1909 with the discovery of oil in Persia, now it is one of the world’s seven oil and gas “supermajors”. It is a vertically integrated company operating in all areas of the oil and gas industry, including exploration and production, refining, distribution and marketing, petrochemicals, power generation and trading. It also has renewable energy interests in biofuels and wind power as the world moves into a lower carbon future.
Lloyd’s of London, generally known simply as Lloyd’s, is an insurance marketplace located in London, the United Kingdom. Lloyd’s has been through the economic turmoil of the American Revolution, the Napoleonic Wars, the Civil War, World War I, the Great Depression, World War II and survived the credit crisis caused by other large insurance companies investing in subprime mortgages. It settled claims for the Titanic, the World Trade Center, and is the leader in aviation, space, and marine cargo insurance. 

The market has its roots in marine insurance and was founded by Edward Lloyd at his coffee house on Tower Street in around 1686. Today, it has a dedicated building on Lime Street in the City of London financial district, which was opened in 1986. 

[image: image23.png]


 Exercises
I. Try to answer the following questions according to your understanding of the text.
(1) What does constitutional monarchy mean?
(2) Who are called peers in the British parliament?
(3) How powerful is the Prime Minister in modern Britain?

(4) How important is the British agriculture?
(5) Why is BP one of the world’s seven oil and gas “supermajors”?
II. Read the following passage carefully, and make a comment on it at the end of the passage in no more than 100 words.
The royal family is one of the most significant characters in the United Kingdom. With a history of over 300 years, the royal family is a symbol rather than a ruler nowadays. As is known to all, the political system in the United Kingdom is called the constitutional monarchy. However, the role of monarchy today is primarily to symbolize the tradition and the unity of the British state.      
Due to the conservative character of the Englishmen, the monarchy is kept till now and serves as a tradition in the British society. The queen has no power while the prime minister is in charge of the whole country. So what do they do? Actually they are quite busy in some ways. For instance, the queen has to deal with some national affairs on behalf of the country’s image. The lords have work to do in the parliament. Even the tourists will have a look at their everyday life. So being a member of it is not easy anymore.

Since the monarch’s job is symbolic, I don’t really think it is necessary for the monarchy to exist. The Glorious Revolution is a partial success, which means it is a compromise between the royal household and the capitalist. 
And today, the political system should be more efficient and those complex ceremonies should be simplified. The revenue is supposed to be invested to improve the living standards of the people rather than to support the extravagant lifestyle led by the royalty. Obviously, the British people don’t agree with me. They keep the monarchy in modern time for a reason. The royal family has a spiritual power which unites the United Kingdom. Their ceremonies show their manner and politeness. The British speak to the world through the queen’s words: they are making progress. So maybe after a hundred years, the monarchy will still exist. Don’t be surprised. Just bow to them. It is the family that guards the United Kingdom and leads it to prosperity.          
Comments:
As the younger generations’ interest in the monarchy is dying out, the debate over whether to continue the monarchy becomes even more pressing. Some people are wondering whether they should continue the practice of royalty or abolish the thousand-year institution of the royal family after the Queen’s death in the United Kingdom. 

What is your opinion? 

Reference: 
Argument:

(1) Advocating the traditional moral values about family and community

(2) Adding color to the United Kingdom as a typical symbol 

(3) Offering continuity to a country by Monarchy 

Counter-argument:

(1) Being tired of the Royal family and establishing a Republic 

(2) Being incompatible with democracy

(3) Causing financial burden on the British people
Unit 5  Culture and Customs 
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1. Traditional Culture
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2. Literature Works 
3. Food Customs
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 Vocabulary

1. distinct



[dɪˈstɪŋkt]


adj.


不同的

2. commemorate

[kəˈmeməreɪt]

v.


纪念
3. compose          
[kəmˈpəʊz] 

v.


创作

4. depict    


[dɪˈpɪkt]


v.        
描述

5. conceive    

[kənˈsi:v]


v.         
构思

6. cereal 



[ˈsɪəriəl]


n.


谷类 

The culture of the United Kingdom is influenced by the history as a developed island country,  and its composition of four units—England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland—each of which has distinct1 customs, cultures and symbolism. The wider culture of Europe has also influenced the British culture, and humanism and representative democracy developed from broader Western culture. Public holidays in the United Kingdom are days on which most business and essential services are closed. Legally defined holidays are usually called bank holidays in the United Kingdom.
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 Traditional Culture
Remembrance Day is on November 11th. It is a special day set aside to remember all those men and women who were killed during the two World Wars and other conflicts. By tradition, a two-minute period of silence is observed throughout the country at 11 a.m. At one time the day was known as Armistice Day and was renamed Remembrance Day after World War II. Remembrance Sunday is held on the second Sunday in November, which is usually the Sunday nearest to November 11th. Special services are held at war memorials and churches all over Britain. November is the time of the year when people wear a red poppy to commemorate2 those who sacrificed their lives for the nation during wars. 
Bonfire Night is a truly English holiday celebrated in November. It originates from the 1605 Gunpowder Plot—a plan to blow up the British Parliament, kill the Protestant King and replace him with a Catholic king. People celebrate it by having public bonfires and fireworks. A straw effigy called the “Guy”, one of the conspirators—Guy Fawkes, is thrown on the bonfire. The biggest Bonfire Night celebration is held in Lewes.
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 Literature Works
Literature is a thriving, diverse, wide-ranging part of the United Kingdom cultural sector with a global reputation for excellence. It embraces everything from basic literacy and picture books to major literary works; from graphic novelists and emerging poets to renowned military historians. Those distinguished literature works are the cultural heritages in different periods of writing in the United Kingdom.
The Canterbury Tales, written by Geoffrey Chaucer, is a collection of stories in a frame story, between 1387 and 1400. It is the story of a group of 30 people who travel as pilgrims to Canterbury. The pilgrims, who come from all layers of society, tell stories to each other to kill time while they travel to Canterbury.

Geoffrey Chaucer, an English poet, was born in 1342. Known as the Father of English poetry for his heroic couplet, a master of realism, the founder of English literary language, he is widely considered as one of the greatest English poets of the Middle Ages. 
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While he achieved fame during his lifetime as an author, philosopher, and astronomer, composing3 a scientific treatise on the astrolabe for his ten-year-old son Lewis, Chaucer also maintained an active career in the civil service as a bureaucrat, courtier and diplomat. Among his many works are The Book of the Duchess, The House of Fame, The Legend of Good Women and Troilus and Criseyde. He is best known today for The Canterbury Tales. Chaucer’s work was crucial in legitimizing the literary use of the Middle English vernacular at a time when the dominant literary languages in England were French and Latin. Chaucer died in October, 1400 and was buried in Westminster Abbey in London. He was the first of those that are gathered in what we now know as the Poets’ Corner in Westminster Abbey. 

Great Expectations(Fig. 1-9) is the 13th novel by Charles Dickens and his penultimate completed novel; a bildungsroman that depicts4 the personal growth and personal development of an orphan nicknamed Pip. The novel is set in Kent and London from the early to mid-19th century and contains some of Dickens’s most memorable scenes. Great Expectations is full of extreme imagery, poverty, prison ships and chains, and fights to the death, and has a colorful cast of characters who have entered popular culture. Dickens’s themes include wealth and poverty, love and rejection, and the eventual triumph of good over evil. Great Expectations, which is popular with both readers and literary critics, has been translated into many languages and adapted numerous times into various media.
Charles Dickens, born in England in the year 1812, was an English writer and social critic. He created some of the world’s best-known fictional characters and is regarded by many as the greatest novelist of the Victorian era. His works enjoyed unprecedented popularity during his lifetime, and by the 20th century critics and scholars had recognized him as a literary genius. His novels and short stories enjoy a lasting popularity. He wrote classic novels of the Victorian era like David Copperfield, Oliver Twist and A Christmas Carol.

Harry Potter is a series of fantasy novels written by British author J. K. Rowling. The novels chronicle the life of a young wizard, Harry Potter, and his friends Hermione Granger and Ron Weasley, all of whom are students at Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry. The main story concerns Harry’s struggle against Lord Voldemort, a dark wizard who intends to become immortal, overthrow the wizard governing body known as the Ministry of Magic, and subjugate all wizards and muggles, a reference term that means non-magical people.

As to the author of the children’s fantasy Harry Potter, J.K. Rowling, born in 1965, is a British novelist, screenwriter, and producer. The books have won multiple awards, and sold more than millions of copies, becoming one of the best-selling book series in history. They have also been the basis for a film series, over which Rowling had overall approval on the scripts and was a producer on the final films in the series. She conceived5 the idea for the Harry Potter series while on a delayed train from Manchester to London in 1990, and the first novel in the series, Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone, was published in 1997. There were six sequels, of which the last, Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows, was released in 2007. Since then, Rowling has written four books for adult readers: The Casual Vacancy, The Cuckoo’s Calling, The Silkworm and Career of Evil.
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 Food Customs 
Fish and chips is England’s traditional take-away food or as the Americans would say “to go”. Fish and chips is not normally home cooked but bought at a fish and chips shop to eat on premises or as a “take away”. British chips are usually significantly thicker than the American-style French fries sold by major multinational fast food chains.
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Afternoon tea became popular about 150 years ago, when rich ladies invited their friends to their houses for an afternoon cup of tea. They started offering their visitors sandwiches and cakes, too. Soon everyone was enjoying afternoon tea(Fig. 1-10).
Most people around the world seem to think that a typical English breakfast consists of eggs, bacon, sausages, fried bread, mushrooms and baked beans all washed down with a cup of coffee. Nowadays, however, a typical English breakfast is more likely to be a bowl of cereals6, a slice of toast, orange juice and a cup of coffee.
Many children at school and adults at work will have a “packed lunch”. This typically consists of a sandwich, a packet of crisps, a piece of fruit and a drink. The “packed lunch” is kept in a kind of container.
A typical British meal for dinner is “meat and two vegetables”. The British put hot brown gravy on the meat and also on the vegetables. One of the vegetables is almost always potatoes.
[image: image28.png]


 Exercises
I. Try to answer the following questions according to your understanding of the text.
(1) Whom does Remembrance Day memorize?
(2) What is the story behind Bonfire Night? 

(3) Who is the first group of occupants of the Poets’ Corner in Westminster Abbey and why?
(4) Which book is your favorite in the Harry Potter series?
(5) What is the typical British food?
II. Read the following passage carefully, and make a comment on it at the end of the passage in no more than 100 words.
Gossip is an informal conversation, often about other people’s private affairs. If you gossip with someone, you talk informally, especially about other people or local events. You can also say that two people gossip. If you describe someone as a gossip, you mean that they enjoy talking informally to people about others’ private affairs. 

Contrary to popular belief, researchers have found that men gossip just as much as women. The difference between men and women on gossip is that female gossip actually sounds like gossip.

Among the English, gossip about one’s own private doings is reserved for intimates; gossip about the private lives of friends and families is shared with a slightly wider social circle; gossip about the personal affairs of acquaintances, colleagues and neighbors with a larger group; and gossip about the intimate details of public figures’ or celebrities’ lives with almost anyone. This is the distance rule. The more “distant” the subject of gossip from you, the wider the circle of people with whom you may gossip about that person. 

The distance rule allows gossip to perform its vital social functions, social bonding, clarification of position and status, assessment and management of reputations, transmission of social skills, norms and values, without undue invasion of privacy. More importantly, it also allows nosey-parker anthropologists to formulate their prying questions in such a roundabout manner as to bypass the privacy rules.

If you want to find out about an English person’s attitudes and feelings on a sensitive subject, for example, marriage, you do not ask about his or her own marriage, instead talk about someone else’s marriage, preferably that of a remote public figure not personally known to either of you. When you are better acquainted with the person, you can discuss the domestic difficulties of a colleague or neighbour, or perhaps even a friend or relative. If you do not happen to have colleagues or relatives with suitably dysfunctional marriages, you can always invent these people.                                                        

Comments:
It is becoming more and more difficult to escape the influence of the media in our lives. Some suppose that people benefit a lot from the media, while others object to it. 
What is your point of view?

Reference: 
Argument:

(1) A need to communicate and to know what is going on in the world 

(2) A desire to be entertained and a way to keep in touch with other people

(3) An immediate and portable way of using the Internet

Counter-argument:

(1) Preferring face-to-face communication to using technology
(2) Being lack of privacy
(3) Being overwhelmed by so many TV channels with poor quality

Unit 6  Intercultural Communication
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 Knowledge to Learn
What Is Culture?
Culture refers to an appreciation of good literature, music, art, and food. There are three layers or levels of culture. The most obvious is the body of cultural traditions that distinguishes our specific society. The second layer of culture that may be part of one’s identity is a subculture. The third layer of culture consists of cultural universals. 

What Is Intercultural Communication?
Intercultural communication (ICC), a universal phenomenon, is defined as interpersonal communication between people from different cultural backgrounds, consisting of international, interethnic, interracial and interregional communication. 
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 Cases to Study
Case 1 
Sophie and her baby came to visit her Chinese friend’s family from England. The Chinese family invited her to have dinner outside in an open restaurant with clear air. The baby was so beautiful and attracted the attention of many Chinese people nearby. One elderly woman at the next table came directly to the baby, smiled at her and wanted to hug the baby. Sophie was frightened and even angry with that and refused the elderly woman very impolitely, which made the elderly woman very embarrassed.

What was the reason for the embarrassment?
Analysis 
(1) In this case, the main conflict is whether the baby can be hugged by strangers. 

(2) In China, people often fondle babies of their friends, and sometimes even strangers. Such behavior is merely a sign of affection and friendliness. Children and their parents will not mind at all.

(3) But in England, such action will be considered rude and offensive unless it is one of their most intimate relatives.

Case 2 
Xiaomei, an exchange student from China, is studying in Nottingham. One day, she came across a British man at a narrow flight of stairs. The stairs are very narrow and only allow one person to go comfortably. Xiaomei was at the bottom of the stairs and about to go upstairs while that man was about to go downstairs. Xiaomei stepped on the stair after thinking twice, and the man stood at the other side waiting for her to pass. She was impressed by the man’s gentility, and said “thank you” while passing him. After coming back, she told it to her British teacher as an impressive experience. But to her surprise, her teacher just smiled and said nothing. Xiaomei was confused, and then she remembered the strange expression on the gentleman’s face when she smiled to him. 

Is he a gentleman or not?

Analysis 
(1) The conflict in the above case was caused by the misunderstanding of keeping space or being a gentleman.

(2) Actually, the reason why the man stood there waiting for Xiaomei to pass is that he didn’t want others to invade his personal space. However, Xiaomei interpreted it as a behavior of a gentleman. So her “thank you” seems to be funny. 

(3) For most Chinese, meeting other people in a narrow flight of stairs is nothing awkward. But for British people, to avoid awkwardness, most of them tend to let others go through first. In this way, they can keep away from others.

(4) From this case, we should know that the importance of informal space in daily life lies in that it includes the distances people unconsciously maintain when they are together. If we do ignore or misunderstand it, embarrassment may happen.
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 Translations on Traditional Chinese Culture  
Exercise 1 
Translate the passage into English 
中国位于亚洲东部、太平洋的西岸，是世界国土面积第三大国家。中国南北相距约5500公里，东西相距约5200公里，在地图上的形状像一只雄鸡。中国地势西高东低，地形多种多样。中国山区面积广大，几乎占陆地面积的三分之二，蕴藏着丰富的矿产资源。中国大陆海岸线长度约18000公里，沿海岛屿数量众多。台湾岛是中国最大的岛屿。

Translation Reference
Situated in eastern Asia, on the west coast of the Pacific Ocean, China is the world’s third largest country by land area. Extending about 5,500 kilometers from north to south and about 5,200 kilometers from west to east, the shape of China on the map is like a rooster. Its terrain is higher in the west and lower in the east with great varieties of topagraphies. China’s mountainous areas, broad and vast, occupy nearly two thirds of the land area and have abundant mineral resources. The mainland of China has a coastline of over 18,000 kilometers and a large number of offshore islands. Taiwan Island is the biggest island of China. 

Translate the passage into Chinese 
With a population of about 19 million, the Zhuang ethnic minority is the largest minority group in China. Over 90 percent of the Zhuang people live in Guangxi while the rest is distributed in southern provinces in China like Yunnan, Guangdong, Guizhou and Hunan. The Zhuang people have their own language which is mainly divided into southern dialect and northern one. The Zhuang people’s agricultural products are tropical and subtropical crops such as rice and corn due to the mild climate and abundant rainfall in Southern China. The daily food of most Zhuang people is of little difference from that of the Han people.

Translation Reference
壮族是中国人口最多的少数民族，约有1900万人。超过90%的壮族人居住在广西，其余分布在云南、广东、贵州和湖南等南方省份。壮族人有自己的语言，主要分为南北两大方言。由于南方地区气候温和，雨量充足，壮族的主要农产品是热带和亚热带作物，如水稻和玉米。大多数壮族人的日常食物与汉族的并无多大差别。
Exercise 2 
Translate the passage into English 
书法在中国的传统艺术领域占有非常重要的位置。书法有着2000多年的历史。它有五种主要的书写方式，每种都有不同的书写技法。练习书法需要文房四宝。书法被认为是一种需要内心平静的艺术形式。今天，现代书写方式各种各样，但是书法仍然是很多人的一种业余爱好。书法在西方人中也越来越受欢迎。

Translation Reference
In China, calligraphy occupies a very important position in the field of traditional art. Calligraphy has a history lasting for more than 2,000 years. There are five main ways of writing and each needs different techniques. Practicing calligraphy requires the Four Treasures of the Study. Calligraphy is considered to be an art form requiring inner peace. Today, various modern ways of writing have come up, but calligraphy is still practiced by many people often as a hobby. Nowadays, it has also become more and more popular among Westerners.

Translate the passage into Chinese 
Chinese characters were initially meant to be simple pictures used to help people remember things. After a long period of development, it finally became a unique character system that embodies phonetic sound, image, idea, and rhyme at the same time. Chinese characters are usually “round outside and square inside”, which is rooted in ancient Chinese belief of “orbicular sky and square earth”. During their long history of development, Chinese characters have evolved into many different script forms, such as the Seal script, Clerical script, Regular script and Running script.

Translation Reference
汉字最初是人们用以记事的简单图画，经过长期发展，最终成为一种兼具音、形、意、韵的独特文字体系。汉字结构通常“外圆内方”，源于古人“天圆地方”的观念。汉字在其漫长的发展史中演化出许多不同的书写形式，例如篆书、隶书、楷书和行书。
Exercise 3 
Translate the passage into English 
儒家思想是中国影响最大的思想流派，也是中国古代的主流意识。自汉代以来，儒家思想就是封建统治阶级的指导思想之一。孔子是我国古代著名的思想家、教育家，儒家学派的创始人。相传孔子有弟子三千，贤者七十二人，孔子曾带领部分弟子周游列国14年。《论语》是儒家的经典著作之一，它是对孔子及其弟子的言行和对话的记录。《论语》一直极大地影响着中国人及其他亚洲国家人民的哲学观和道德观。

Translation Reference
Confucianism is the most influential Chinese school of thoughts, and the mainstream consciousness of the ancient China. Confucianism has been one of the ruling ideology of the feudal ruling class since the Han Dynasty. Confucius is a famous ideologist, educator, and the founder of Confucian School in ancient China. It’s said that he has 3,000 disciples, 72 out of whom are excellent ones, and he has led some disciples to visit various states for 14 years. The Analects of Confucius is one of the Confucian classics and is a record of the words and deeds of Confucius and his disciples, as well as the conversations they had. It has been heavily influencing the philosophy and moral outlook of Chinese people and that of the people of other Asian countries as well.

Translate the passage into Chinese  
The Book of Songs is the earliest collection of poems in China. It contains 305 poems created over a period of some 500 years from the early Western Zhou Dynasty to the middle of the Spring and Autumn Period. At first, The Book of Songs was known as Poems or Three Hundred Poems. Confucius used it as a textbook for teaching his disciples. The ideological and artistic achievements of The Book of Songs have had great influences on the development of poetry of later generations.　　

Translation Reference
《诗经》是中国最早的诗歌总集，收录了从西周初期到春秋中期约500年间创作的305首诗歌。最初,《诗经》被称为《诗》或《诗三百》。孔子以《诗经》作为教科书教授弟子，《诗经》的思想和艺术成就对后世诗歌的发展有极大的影响。
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 Culture to Know
Culture Note 1 
China, a united multi-ethnic nation, is comprised of 56 ethnic groups. Among these groups, the Han nationality has the largest population, accounting for more than 91% of the total. The other 55 ethnic groups are traditionally referred to as ethnic minorities. The ethnic minorities, though with a considerably small population, are distributed far and wide in China, and mostly live in the northwest, southwest and northeast. Inner Mongolians, often called the “Grasslands Nationality”, are mainly distributed on the Inner Mongolian Plateau. Tibetans distributed on the Qinghai-Tibet Plateau are often called the “Eagles of Plateau”. 

Culture Note 2 
The oracle bone script is the earliest existing characters in China. These characters carved on tortoise shells or animal bones are quite mature. Before recognizing the oracle bone script, people regarded the shells and bones as medical materials. Accidentally, a scholar of the Qing Dynasty, Wang Yirong, discovered these tortoise shells and animal bones. After careful study, he believed that these signs were the characters of the Shang Dynasty more than 3,000 years ago. From these characters, people can roughly understand the daily life of the rulers at that time. The oracle bone script provides important materials for research into the origin of Chinese characters.
Culture Note 3 
The Hundred Schools of Thought lasted from 770 BC to 221 BC. Known as the Golden Age of Chinese thought and the Contention of a Hundred Schools of Thought, the periods saw the rise of many different schools of thought. Great thinkers such as Laozi, Zhuangzi, Confucius, Mencius, Xuncius, Mocius and Han Feizi all lived in these periods. From different positions and perspectives, they made statements on the social issues, and gradually formed different schools. The emergence of various schools of thought and their exponents such as Laozi and Confucius occupy a very important position in the world history of philosophy.
Culture Note 4 
Chinese Tea-Making Joins UNESCO List
The tea that has delighted and fascinated the world for millennia has finally received top-level global recognition as a shared cultural treasure of mankind. Traditional tea processing techniques and their associated social practices in China were added to UNESCO’s Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity on November 29, 2022. The status was conferred by the Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of Intangible Cultural Heritage, hosted in Rabat, Morocco. According to UNESCO, in China, traditional tea processing techniques are closely associated with geographical location and natural environment, resulting in a distribution range between 18°-37°N and 94°-122°E. The inscription of the element is the 43rd entry from China on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity, whose total tops all other countries.
[image: image33.png]


 Further Reading
Passage 1
China’s Green Development in the New Era
A green and low-carbon economy and society are crucial to high-quality development. China must work faster to adjust and improve the industrial structure, the energy mix, and the composition of the transportation sector. China will implement a comprehensive conservation strategy, conserve resources of all types and use them efficiently, and move faster to put in place a system for recycling waste and used materials. Fiscal, taxation, financial, investment, and pricing policies and systems of standards will be improved to support green development. China will boost green and low-carbon industries and improve the system for market-based allocation of resources and environmental factors. China will accelerate the R&D, promotion, and application of advanced energy-saving and carbon emission reduction technologies, encourage green consumption, and promote green and low-carbon ways of production and life.
Passage 2
EVs to Increase in Public Transport
China aims to increase the share of electric vehicles(EVs) in the public transport system to 80 percent in key areas, including bus and taxi services, by 2025, as the country accelerates its steps to promote green transformation amid booming new energy vehicle development. According to a pilot plan of the Ministry of Industry and Information Technology and seven other ministries, China will speed up the full electrification of vehicles used in public transportation between 2023 and 2025, and the building of a charging and swapping infrastructure system that is “moderately advanced, well-balanced, intelligent and efficient”. According to the development plan for the NEV industry from 2021 to 2035 approved by the State Council, the country’s Cabinet, vehicles used in public transport will be completely electrified by 2035.
Chapter Two
The United States of America
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1. Location and Resources
2. History and Symbols
3. Education and Recreation
4. Politics and Economy
5. Culture and Customs
6. Intercultural Communication
[image: image35.png]



	Broadway 
	百老汇

	the Empire State Building

	(纽约)帝国大厦

	diverse society
	多元化社会

	the Gold Rush
	淘金热

	Harvard University
	哈佛大学
	the Ivy League 
	常春藤联盟

	Hollywood
	好莱坞

	the Melting Pot
	大熔炉

	KFC 
	肯德基
	the Metropolitan Museum of Art
	大都会艺术博物馆

	McDonald’s
	麦当劳
	the Statue of Liberty

	自由女神像


	motel
	汽车旅馆
	Wall Street 


	华尔街

	NBA (National Basketball Association)

	美国职业篮球联赛
	the White House 
	白宫


	Reader’s Digest
	《读者文摘》

	Uncle Sam
	山姆大叔

	the Declaration of Independence 


	《独立宣言》
	West cowboy
	西部牛仔


Unit 1  Location and Resources

1. Geographical Location
2. Weather and Climate
3. Natural Resources
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 Vocabulary

1. extensive    
[ɪkˈstensɪv]

adj.


广阔的

2. latitude

[ˈlætɪtju:d]

n.


纬度

3. deplete


[dɪˈpli:t]


v.


耗尽

The United States of America is located in the central part of North America, with the Atlantic Ocean to the east and the Pacific Ocean to the west, ranking fourth with 9.37 million square kilometers in the world. There are a lot of developed and major cities in the United States, such as Washington D.C., New York and Los Angeles. Owing to its large size, varied weather and climate present in the continent of the Untied States. It is a land rich in natural resources, such as water, iron ore, coal and oil, etc. 
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 Geographical Location
The United States contains 48 contiguous states in North America. Hawaii, located in the central Pacific, is separated from continental United States. 

The Atlantic Coast of the United States faces Western Europe, and its Pacific Coast and Hawaii give the nation an approach to the Far East and Australia. In the past, the Atlantic Ocean and the Pacific Ocean served as natural barriers between the United States and the rest of the world, which allowed the United States to grow and become strong with little outside interference. Later, the development of means of communication and transportation makes the United States well connected to the rest of the world.

The United States has extensive1 coastlines on both the Atlantic Ocean and the Pacific Ocean, as well as on the Gulf of Mexico. Rivers flow from far within the continent and the Great Lakes, five large, inland lakes along the United States border with Canada, providing additional shipping access. These extensive waterways have helped shape the economic growth of the country over the years and helped bind America’s 50 individual states together in a single economic unit. So the location does quite a lot to the development of the United States. In the north, it connects with Canada and in the south, it faces Mexico and the Gulf of Mexico.  

Washington D.C. is the capital city of the United States. “D.C.” stands for “the District of Columbia”, the federal district containing the city of Washington. The city is named after George Washington, the military leader of the American Revolution and the first President of the United States. The District of Columbia and the city of Washington are coextensive and governed by a single municipal government, so for most practical purposes they are considered to be the same entity. The District of Columbia, founded on July 16, 1790, is a federal district as specified by the United States Constitution. The United States Congress has ultimate authority over the District of Columbia, though it has delegated limited local rule to the municipal government. The land forming the original District came from the states of Virginia and Maryland. Nowadays, Washington D.C. serves as the headquarters for the World Bank, the International Monetary Fund, and the Organization of American States, among other national and international institutions. It is also the site of numerous national landmarks, museums, and sports teams, and a popular destination for tourists.

New York City(Fig. 2-1) is the most populous city in the United States, with an estimated population of nine million distributed over a land area of over 1,214 square kilometers. It is the most linguistically diverse city on the planet, with more than 800 languages spoken. The city is also the world’s most ethnically diverse city. Located at the southern tip of the state of New York, the city is the center of the New York metropolitan area, one of the most populous urban agglomerations in the world. New York City exerts a significant impact upon commerce, finance, media, art, fashion, research, technology, education, and entertainment, and its fast pace defines the term of New York. Home to the headquarters of the United Nations, New York is an important center for international diplomacy and has been described as the cultural, financial, and media capital of the world. The Statue of Liberty is a sculpture in New York Harbor which was designed by Bartholdi in 1886, a gift from the people of France as an icon of freedom.

Los Angeles, officially called City of Los Angeles and often known by its initials L.A., is the cultural, financial, and commercial center of Southern California. It is the second most populous city in the United States and the most populous city in the state of California. Located in a large coastal basin surrounded on three sides by mountains reaching up to 3,068 meters, Los Angeles covers an area of about 1,215 square kilometers. Los Angeles, the center of the Los Angeles metropolitan area, is part of the larger designated Los Angeles-Long Beach combined statistical area. Another vibrant area of L.A. is Hollywood, the birthplace of the movie industry and still the center of the motion picture. Hollywood is a dream factory, the maker of “movie magic”, offering people something to dream about. The cultural messages spread around by Hollywood are so penetrating and powerful that many Americans want their lives and love to be “just like in the movies”.
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Fig. 2-1  Night Scene of New York City
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 Weather and Climate
The weather and climate of the United States vary in different parts because of its vast size. In the middle latitudes north of the equator and in the northern temperate zone, the United States enjoys a continental climate. It varies from warm wet conditions of the Appalachian Mountains to the warm, dry conditions of some of the western states, and ranges from almost winterless climates in Southern Arizona and Southern Florida to long, cold winters in Alaska.  

Determined by its latitude2 and altitude, its vast size of territory and topography, and the different atmospheric circulations, there are extreme climatic variations in the United States—extreme variations of precipitation, and extreme variations of climatic types. It is almost impossible to make any generalization about the climate. Different climatic conditions divide the country into some climatic regions. All in all, it enjoys a continental climate in the northern zone, a humid subtropical climate in the south-eastern part, humid continental and humid subtropical climate in the central part and maritime climate in the Pacific Northwest.
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 Natural Resources
The natural resources of the United States are quite rich, such as water, iron ore, coal, oil, silver, and gold. The nation produces more than 80 million tons of iron a year. For many years, iron ore came primarily from the Great Lake Region of Minnesota and Michigan, but the mines were severely depleted3 during the two World Wars. 
Coal is another major natural resource found in large quantities in the United States which can last for hundreds of years. Coal deposits are widely distributed in the country. Most of the coal reserves are to be found in the Appalachians, the Central Plain, and the Rockies.
The United States, very rich in oil, was once the largest oil producing country in the world. The production, processing and marketing of such petroleum products as gasoline and oil make up one of the United States’ largest industries. Most domestic production of oil and natural gas comes from offshore areas of Louisiana and Texas, and from onshore areas of Texas, Oklahoma, and California. Although the oil production in the United States is very large, the big consumption has made the United States insufficient in oil supply. 
The United States enjoys abundant water resources. Today the rivers and streams of the United States furnish most of the water supply for cities, towns and farmlands. Water is also used by industry, and used to create electric power. Unlike some other countries, the United States as a whole has little trouble caused by the shortage of fresh water.
The United States also has plenty of fertile soil. Farmlands make up about 12% of the arable lands in the world, and they are among the richest and most productive. Of the 2.3 billion acres of land in the 50 states, an estimated 300 million acres are planted annually. The very large acreage of highly productive farmlands could be expected to continue to supply the nation generously, with substantial surplus for export.
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 Exercises
1. Try to answer the following questions according to your understanding of the text.
(1) How much do you know about the location and size of the United States?

(2) What is the capital city of the United States?

(3) Which city is the second most populous one in the United States?

(4) How is the weather in the United States?

(5) What natural resources does the United States possess?

II. Read the following passage carefully, and make a comment on it at the end of the passage in no more than 100 words.
For a long time, most overseas visitors to the United States, whether on business or holiday, have arrived from Europe, but an increasing number of visitors today are coming from Asia, especially China. As to where overseas visitors go once they arrive in the United States, here are their top four destinations:

Los Angeles

Located in southern California and situated beneath a dramatic mountain backdrop, Los Angeles is famous for its “Mediterranean climate”—sunny, dry and warm weather all year round. The city’s beaches and nearby Disneyland are tourist favorites. Los Angeles attracts film and TV buffs who can tour movie studios such as Warner Brothers, Paramount and Universal Studios Hollywood. 

Miami

The Port of Miami in southern Florida is the world’s busiest cruise port. Overseas travelers hit Miami for the same reason as many Americans do: the beautiful beaches and warm weather, especially in December, January and February. The South Beach neighborhood is famous for its Art Deco architecture and Cuban cuisine. 

Orlando

Orlando is a major city in central Florida, and is the county seat of Orange County. It is also the principal city of Greater Orlando. It is well known for the many tourist attractions in the area. Nearly 70 million tourists each year arrive in Orlando, with many hitting the Sea World, Universal Orlando Resort and the Walt Disney World Resort, which includes two water parks, Epcot and Disney’s Magic Kingdom. Travelers to this central Florida destination also make trips to NASA’s Kennedy Space Center to learn about America’s space program, its astronauts and upcoming missions to explore deep space. 

San Francisco

The Golden Gate Bridge in northern California is the city’s most recognized landmark and one of the most famous spans in the world. Other legendary features of San Francisco include its trolley cars, steep hills, and neighborhoods such as Fisherman’s Wharf and Chinatown. 

Comments:

Traveling is very popular all over the world. Some people like traveling because it helps to relieve the stress from their work. Others dislike it because they worry about their safety or the environment. 

How do you like traveling?

Reference: 

Argument:

(1) Feeling relaxed and pleasant

(2) Getting a fresh start and making new friends

(3) Enriching one’s experiences and broadening one’s horizon

Counter-argument:　　   

(1) Targets of muggings or being stolen

(2) Experiencing long flights or jet lag
(3) Leading to a tight budget

Unit 2  History and Symbols

1. Historical Periods

2. Historical Figures
3. National Symbols
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 Vocabulary

1. immigrant      
[ˈɪmɪgrənt]

n.


移民
2. persecution


[ˌpɜ:sɪ'kju:ʃn] 

n.


迫害
3. colonial


[kəˈləʊniəl] 

n.


殖民地居民
4. hasten



[ˈheɪsn] 


v.


加速
5. sympathize


[ˈsɪmpə(aɪz] 

v.


同情
6. nuclear       

[ˈnju:kliə(r)] 

adj.


原子核的
7. subsequent


[ˈsʌbsɪkwənt] 

adj.


后来的
American history covers the development, struggle and experience of the United States from the history of early exploration through modern times, including European settlement, American Revolutionary War, the Civil War, the Great Depression, two World Wars and modern era improvement. Americans originally came from all over the world and formed much longstanding coexistence. They melt many different cultures, races and religions. A lot of American historical figures have played important roles in the development and improvement of the American history, such as George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, Abraham Lincoln, Martin Luther King, Jr., etc.
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 Historical Periods
European settlement began shortly after the first voyage of Columbus in 1492 and large-scale European colonization of the Americas started. Native people and European colonizers came into widespread conflict, and early European immigrants1 were often part of state-sponsored who attempted to found colonies in the Americas. Migration continued as people moved to the Americas to flee religious persecution2 or to seek economic opportunities. Millions of individuals were forcibly transported to the Americas as slaves, prisoners or servants. European colonists reached the Gulf and Pacific coasts, but the largest settlements were founded by the English on the East Coast, starting in 1607, while in 1620 the Mayflower transported Pilgrims to the New World. With the 1732 colonization of Georgia, the 13 British colonies which would become the United States of America were established. By the 1770s, the 13 colonies contained 2.5 million people. With high birth rates, low death rates and steady immigration, the colonial population grew rapidly. 

The American Revolutionary War was set off by tensions between American colonials3 and the British during the revolutionary period of the 1760s and early 1770s and lasted from 1775 to 1783. Officially the United States began as an independent nation with the Declaration of Independence, drafted primarily by Thomas Jefferson on July 4, 1776. That date is now celebrated annually as the Independence Day of the United States.

The Constitution became the basis for the United States federal government in 1789, with war hero George Washington as the first president. The young nation continued to struggle with the scope of central government and with European influence, created the first political parties in the 1790s, and fought a second war for independence in 1812.

Slavery of Africans was abolished in the North, but the large quantity of demand for cotton in the world made slavery flourish in the Southern States. The 1860 election of Abraham Lincoln, who called for no more expansion of slavery, triggered a crisis as 11 slave states seceded to found the Confederate States of America in 1861. The American Civil War from 1861 to 1865 redefined the nation and remained the central iconic event. The South was defeated and, in the Reconstruction era, the United States ended slavery. 

After the war, the assassination of Abraham Lincoln radicalized Republican Reconstruction policies which aimed at reintegrating and rebuilding the Southern States while ensuring the rights of the newly freed slaves. The territory of the United States expanded westward across the continent, brushing aside Native Americans and Mexico, and overcoming modernizers who wanted to deepen the economy rather than expand the territory. In the North, urbanization and an influx of immigrants from Southern and Eastern Europe hastened4 the country’s industrialization. The wave of immigration, lasting until 1929, provided labor and transformed American culture. 

World War I broke out in 1914, and the United States initially remained neutral. Most Americans sympathized5 with the British and the French although many opposed intervention. The United States declared war on Germany in 1917, and funded the Allied victory. 

World War II broke out in 1939. After a prosperous decade in the 1920s, the Wall Street Crash of 1929 marked the onset of the decade-long and world-wide Great Depression. After the election as President in 1932, Franklin D. Roosevelt responded with the New Deal, a range of policies for relief, recovery, and reform, increasing government intervention in the economy, including the establishment of the Social Security System. After the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor in December 1941, the United States was prompted to enter World War II alongside the Allies and helped defeat Nazi Germany in Europe. The United States, having developed the first newly-invented nuclear6 weapons, used them on the two Japanese cities. Japan surrendered on September 2, 1945, which ended the war. 

Contemporary era of the United States plays an important role on the stage of the world. The Cold War ended in 1991, leaving the United States to prosper in the booming Information Age. The economic expansion in the modern United States from 1993 to 2001 encompassed the Bill Clinton administration. After the 2000 presidential election, George W. Bush became president. International conflict and economic uncertainty heightened in 2001 with the September 11 attacks and subsequent7 wars on terror and the late-2000s recession. In response, the Bush administration launched a global War on Terror. In 2008, amid a global economic recession, the first African American president, Barack Obama was elected. Major health care and financial system reforms were enacted two years later. Donald Trump was elected in 2016 after he defeated Democratic nominee Hillary Clinton to win the presidency. And then Joe Biden won the US Presidential Election 2020. He took office as the 46th President of the United States in January 2021.
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 Historical Figures
George Washington(1732—1799) is often called the “Father of His Country”. He was the military and political leader of the United States between 1775 and 1797. He led the American victory over Britain in the American Revolutionary War as commander-in-chief of the Continental Army. He also presided over the writing of the Constitution. He was unanimously elected as the first President of the United States. The president of the United States is head of state of the U.S., the chief executive of the federal government, and commander-in-chief of the armed forces. He built a strong, well-financed national government. He, along with Abraham Lincoln, had also become an icon of republican values, self-sacrifice, American nationalism, and the ideal union of civic and military leadership.

John Davison Rockefeller(Fig. 2-2)(1839—1937) was an American oil industry business magnate, industrialist and philanthropist. He is widely considered the wealthiest American of all time, and the richest person in modern history. Business was a big part of Rockefeller’s life. But as big as that was, philanthropy was still as important to him if not more important. From the start, he gave 10% of his paycheck to his church. Later in his life he gave 80 million dollars to the University of Chicago. After he gave possibly his biggest donation of 250 million dollars to his own foundation, the Rockefeller Foundation, in total, it is said that he had given away over 550 million dollars in his life. He was also the founder of both the University of Chicago and Rockefeller University and funded the establishment of the Central Philippine University in the Philippines.
Elvis Aaron Presley(Fig. 2-3)(1935—1977) was an American singer, musician and actor. Regarded as one of the most significant cultural icons of the 20th century, he is often referred to as “the King of Rock and Roll” or simply “the King”. Heartbreak Hotel was released in January 1956 and became a No.1 hit in the United States. With a series of successful network television appearances and chart-topping records, he became the leading figure of the newly popular sound of rock and roll. Elvis Presley died at the age of 42 at his mansion in Graceland, near Memphis, shocking his fans worldwide. By the time of his death, he had sold more than 600 million singles and albums. Since his death, Graceland has become a shrine for millions of followers worldwide. Elvis Presley is the only performer to have been inducted into three separate music Halls of Fame. Throughout his career, he set records for concert attendance, television ratings and record sales, and remains one of the best-selling and most influential artists in the history of popular music.
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 National Symbols
The national floral emblem of the United States is rose. The national bird is Bald Eagle. The national flag of the United States is the Stars and Stripes, which stands for the nation and history. The flag’s 13 alternating red and white stripes represent the 13 original colonies. Its 50 white stars on a blue field represent 50 states. The red color on the flag represents valor and bravery, and the white color represents purity and innocence. The blue color on the flag represents vigilance, perseverance, and justice.
The Great Seal of the United States(Fig. 2-4) is the eagle with 13 arrows and olive branch. 13 arrows in the right talon and olive branch in the left talon symbolize that the United States has “a strong desire for peace, but will always be ready for war”. The Great Seal is used to authenticate certain documents issued by the United States federal government. The phrase is used both for the physical seal itself, which is kept by the United States Secretary of State, and more generally for the design impressed upon it. The Great Seal was first used publicly in 1782.
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 Exercises
I. Try to answer the following questions according to your understanding of the text.

(1) When did European settlement begin?

(2) When and where did European colonists reach the New World?

(3) How much do you know about the Independence Day and its origin?

(4) Who is called “the Father of His Country”?

(5) What is Elvis Aaron Presley famous for?

II. Read the following passage carefully, and make a comment on it at the end of the passage in no more than 100 words.
Columbus and a crew of 88 men left Spain on August 3, 1492, in three ships. On October 12, they stood on land again on an island that Columbus named San Salvador. 

He explored it and the nearby islands of what are now known as Cuba and Hispaniola. He believed they were part of the coast of East Asia, which was called the Indies. He called the people he found there Indians. 

Columbus left about 40 men on the island to build a fort from the wood of one of the ships. He returned to Spain with captured natives, birds, plants and gold. Columbus was considered a national hero when he reached Spain in March, 1493. 

Columbus returned across the Atlantic Ocean to the Caribbean area five months later. He found that the protective fort built by his men had been destroyed by fire. Columbus did not find any of his men. But this time, he had many more men and all the animals and equipment needed to start a colony on Hispaniola. 

Seven months later, Columbus sent five ships back to Spain. They carried Indians to be sold as slaves. Columbus also sailed back to Spain. He made another trip in 1498, with six ships. This time he saw the coast of South America. But the settlers on Hispaniola were so unhappy with conditions in the new colony, Columbus was sent back to Spain as a prisoner. Spain’s rulers pardoned him.

In 1502, Columbus made his final voyage to what some at that time were calling the New World. He stayed on the island of Jamaica until he returned home in 1504. 

During all his trips, Columbus explored islands and waterways, searching for a passage to the Indies. He never found it. He also did not find spices or great amounts of gold. Yet, he always believed that he had found the Indies. He refused to recognize that it was really a new world. 

Columbus’s voyages, however, opened up the new world. Others later explored all of North America. 

Comments:
Columbus discovered the New World. Some think that it is a great contribution to the world; while others believe that his discovery leads to the destruction of the American Indian civilization. 

What do you think of it?

Reference:
Argument:

(1) Establishing new trade routes
(2) Making the expansion of Europe possible

(3) Discovering some peculiar crops

Counter-argument:

(1) Occupying the living space of the native Americans

(2) Starting the slavery in the New World
(3) Bringing infectious diseases 

Unit 3  Education and Recreation

1. School Education
2. Famous Universities
3. Cultural Life
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 Vocabulary

1. compulsory      
[kəmˈpʌlsəri] 


adj.

义务的
2. institution       
[ˌɪnstɪˈtju:ʃn]


n. 

机构
3. diploma 


[dɪˈpləʊmə]


n. 

毕业证书
4. academic


[ˌækəˈdemɪk]   

adj.

学术的
5. discipline


[ˈdɪsəplɪn]


n. 

学科
6. generate


[ˈdʒenəreɪt]


v.

使形成
7. transform        
[trænsˈfɔ:m]

  
v.

转化
8. participatory     
[pɑ:ˌtɪsɪˈpeɪtəri]

adj. 
众人参与的
Formal education in the United States consists of elementary, secondary and higher education. Elementary and secondary education, which form public education, are free and compulsory1. Higher education in the United States has been developing for nearly 400 years from the founding of Harvard University. National basic values, especially the equality of opportunity are the representations of the educational institutions2 in the United States. The goal of the American education is to teach students how to learn and to help them reach their maximum potentials, so American students are encouraged to express their own opinions in class and think for themselves. Recreational and cultural life of Americans is plentiful and colorful, including movies, television, music and sports etc. 
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 School Education
Educational institutions in the United States reflect the nation’s basic values, especially the equality of opportunity. From elementary schools through colleges, Americans believe that everyone deserves an equal opportunity to get a good education. In order to develop educated population, all the states have compulsory school attendance laws. These laws vary from one state to another, but they generally require school attendance from 6 to 16 years old. But most students attend school at least until high school graduation. About 80% of American children receive their elementary and high school education in public schools, which are supported by the state and local taxes and do not charge tuition. American public schools are locally controlled, and they are free and open to all at the elementary and high schools, but public universities charge tuition and have competitive entrance requirements. While other American children go to private schools, which charge tuition and are not under direct public control although many states set educational standards for them. To attend a private school, a student must apply first and be accepted.

Most children start school at the age of five, by attending kindergarten, or even at the age of three or four by attending pre-school programs. Kindergarten teachers have taken on the job of teaching literacy basics, such as teaching letters, numbers, colors and shapes. Still, there’s a lot of time for playing games and fun. Then there are 6 years of elementary school and usually 2 years of middle school, and 4 years of high school. Not all school systems have kindergartens, but all do have 12 years of elementary, middle, and senior high school. School systems may divide the 12 years up differently.

After high school, the majority of students go on to college. Undergraduate studies lead to a Bachelor’s degree, which is generally what Americans mean when they speak of a college diploma3. The Bachelor’s degree can be followed by professional studies, which lead to degrees in professions such as law, medicine, and graduate studies which lead to master and doctoral degrees.

Higher education in the United States began with the founding of Harvard University in 1636. A university is much larger than a college. A university usually has several different colleges in it. Each college within a university has a special subject area. There may be a college of liberal arts where humanities, social science, natural science and mathematics are taught. There may be a college of education where students learn to be teachers. A university always has programs for advanced or graduate study in a variety of subjects. There may be a medical school, a law school, and other advanced programs.
A university program for undergraduates usually takes four years. In this way, a university and a college are alike. College students usually spend four years in school as well. A college, however, usually has only one or two kinds of programs. A college does not have graduate or professional programs in a variety of areas.
College students, like university students, usually have a high school diploma or its equivalent, when they enter college. Most students have completed regular high school programs. If a college student completes a course of study in the arts, he or she receives a Bachelor of Arts degree. In the sciences, the students receive a Bachelor of Science degree. If college students want to continue for a graduate or professional degree, they must go to a university. 

Compared with universities and colleges, community colleges in the United States are quite different. The community college gives training for a variety of jobs, and also has an academic4 program. The programs of study in the community college usually last for only two years. The community college serves the community, and anyone who lives nearby may go there. When community college students complete a two-year program, they receive an Associate of Arts or Associate of Science degree. Community colleges are nearly always publicly funded by the state, country, or city government, but not usually funded by religious groups.
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 Famous Universities
Harvard University was established in 1636, which is the oldest institution of higher education in the United States. Harvard University, which is situated in Cambridge and Boston, has an enrollment of over 20,000 degree candidates, including undergraduate, graduate, and professional students. Harvard has more than 400,000 alumni around the world. Harvard University is devoted to excellence in teaching, learning, and research, and to developing leaders in many disciplines5 who make a difference globally. Harvard faculties are engaged with teaching and research to push the boundaries of human knowledge.
For students who are excited to investigate the biggest issues of the 21st century, Harvard offers an unparalleled student experience and a generous financial aid program, with over $160 million awarded to more than 60% of their undergraduate students. The University has 12 degree granting schools in addition to the Radcliffe Institute for Advanced Study, offering a global education.

Yale University(Fig. 2-5) is an American private Ivy League research university in New Haven, Connecticut. Founded in 1701, it is the third oldest institution of higher education in the United States and one of the nine Colonial Colleges chartered before the American Revolution.
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Fig. 2-5  Yale University
Yale is organized into 14 constituent schools: the original undergraduate college, the Graduate School of Arts and Sciences and 12 professional schools. While the university is governed by the Yale Corporation, each school’s faculty oversees its curriculum and degree programs. In addition to a central campus in downtown New Haven, the university owns athletic facilities in western New Haven, a campus in West Haven, Connecticut and forest and nature preserves throughout New England. The Yale University Library, serving all constituent schools, holds more than 15 million volumes and is the third-largest academic library in the United States.

Yale has graduated many notable alumni, including some United States Presidents, American Supreme Court Justices, living billionaires and many heads of states. In addition, Yale has graduated hundreds of members of Congress and many high-level U. S. diplomats. Some of the Nobel laureates, Fields Medalists, MacArthur Fellows, Rhodes Scholars and Marshall Scholars have been affiliated with the university.

Stanford University, officially Leland Stanford Junior University, is a private research university in Stanford, the heart of Northern California’s Silicon Valley, 20 miles north of San Jose. Because of its academic strength, wealth, and proximity to Silicon Valley, Stanford is often cited as one of the world’s most prestigious universities.

Stanford University was founded in 1885 by Leland Stanford and his wife Jane Stanford in memory of their only child, Leland Stanford Jr., who had died of typhoid fever at the age of 15 in 1884. Leland Stanford was a former Governor of California and the United States Senator, who made his fortune as a railroad tycoon. The school admitted its first students on October 1, 1891, as a coeducational and non-denominational institution.

Stanford University struggled financially after Leland Stanford’s death in 1893 and again after much of the campus was damaged by the 1906 San Francisco earthquake. Following World War II, Provost Frederick Terman supported faculty and graduates’ entrepreneurialism to build a self-sufficient local industry in what is later known as Silicon Valley. The university is also one of the top fund raising institutions in the country, becoming the first school to raise more than a billion dollars in a year.

The university is organized around three traditional schools consisting of 40 academic departments at the undergraduate and graduate levels and four professional schools that focus on graduate programs in Law, Medicine, Education and Business. Stanford’s undergraduate program is one of the top three most selective in the United States. 
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 Cultural Life
The history of Hollywood(Fig. 2-6) is sometimes separated into four main periods: the silent film era, classical Hollywood cinema, New Hollywood, and the contemporary period. American film studios collectively generate6 several hundreds of movies every year, making the United States the third most prolific producer of films in the world. The major film studios of Hollywood are the primary source of the most commercially successful movies in the world, such as Gone with the Wind. The products of Hollywood today dominate the global film industry. To honor the outstanding film achievements of the film season, the first Academy Awards ceremony was held on May 16, 1929, and the Academy Awards honoring films is held every year. 
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Fig. 2-6  Hollywood
Americans are among the heaviest television viewers in the world. Even now, the most popular leisure-time activity is watching television. American TV programs consist mostly of game shows, talk shows, and never-ending soap operas. Evening entertainment consists mostly of sitcoms in a humorous way. There are also movies, adventure shows, dramas, and various weekly shows with the same cast of characters and general theme but a different story each week.

In general, more media, such as public television and radios, now provide Americans with news and entertainment than ever. Newspapers, magazines and traditional broadcast television organizations have lost some of their popularity. These public media receive money to operate from private citizens, organizations and government. Many of their programs are educational. At the same time, online and satellite media have increased in numbers and strength. The Internet has also changed American media.
Elements from folk idioms, such as old-time music, blues, were adopted and transformed7 into popular genres with global audience. Jazz was developed by innovators in the 20th century. Country music developed in the 1920s, and rhythm and blues in the 1940s. In the mid-1950s, rock and roll became known to the Americans. More recent American creations include hip hop and house music. The history of country music is hundreds of years old. It is older than America itself. It begins with the immigrants from Scotland and Ireland who brought their traditional songs and instruments to the New World. There were new stories to tell, new troubles and heartaches to mourn. There were also new loves to sing about. New instruments started to be played too. In many ways, rock is a mirror of American culture. In 1955, rock and roll was born in America, when “Rock Around the Clock” was performed. So it was first known as “rock and roll” and then simply as “rock”. So far, rock and roll has been popular not only in the United States, but all over the world as well. Rock and roll grew mainly out of rhythm and blues, and it was also influenced by country and western music. Rock and roll is a mixture of styles that work together, and it offers something to people of all ages.

Eight Olympic Games have taken place in the United States. International competition is not as important in American sports as it is in the sporting culture of most other countries.

The four most popular team sports are American football, baseball, basketball and ice hockey. The major leagues of these sports enjoy massive media exposure. As team sports, which appeal to American love of socializing and competing, they are both spectator sports and participatory8 sports. Baseball is often called the “national pastime”. It is likely that the average individual Americans will attend many times more baseball games in their lives than football games. American football has grown in popularity with the advent of television over the last several decades. Basketball and ice hockey are the country’s next two leading professional team sports and basketball is also the world’s most popular indoor sport. 
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 Exercises
I. Try to answer the following questions according to your understanding of the text.
(1) What is the goal of the American education system?

(2) When do American children start their education?

(3) When did higher education start in the United States?

(4) How many famous universities do you know in the United States?
(5) How many periods is the history of Hollywood separated into?
II. Read the following passage carefully, and make a comment on it at the end of the passage in no more than 100 words.
Many studies have predicted there will be a great need for future workers skilled in jobs related to science, technology, engineering and math. In education, these areas of study are known as STEM.

Research suggests it is important to get students involved in STEM subjects as early as possible, starting in middle school or even before. 

While STEM education programs have been increasing in many areas across the United States, there remains a lack of interest in the subjects by many younger students. The United States Department of Education has estimated that once students reach their last year of high school, only 16% are interested in a STEM career. A department study also found that even among those who do choose to study STEM subjects in college, only about half decide to work in a STEM-related job.

A survey released by Pew Research Center asked American adults why they believe many young people do not want to study math and science subjects. About 64% of those questioned said they think the main reason is that students consider STEM studies either too hard (52%) or too boring (12%). More than 20% blamed the lack of interest on the belief that a STEM degree might not be useful in the job market.

The study found about one third of Americans would tell a high school student seeking career guidance to study a STEM-related field. About 19% of them said they would suggest a health-related STEM career. And 14% would tell them to center on technology.

STEM careers made up about 13% of the total U.S. work force in 2016. However, the number of STEM-related jobs—especially in health and computer areas—has risen much faster than other areas for years. 

Comments:
Some think that it is the right way to choose what you like as your major in university, while some think that the top university is the first choice but not your favorite major. 

What’s your point of view?

Reference:
Argument:

(1) The fame and the reputation of the university

(2) The value of diploma of the university

(3) The teaching qualities of the university

Counter-argument:

(1) Focusing on the interest first

(2) Focusing on the job potential

(3) Focusing on the future success

Unit 4  Politics and Economy


1. Political System
2. Political Parties
3. Economy
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 Vocabulary

1. dominate       
[ˈdɒmɪneɪt]        
v.
  
占主要地位
2. democratic


[ˌdeməˈkrætɪk]

adj.

民主的
3. enforce



[ɪnˈfɔ:s]



v.

实施
4. liberal



[ˈlɪbərəl]



adj.

自由主义的
5. candidate


[ˈkændɪdət]


n. 

候选人
6. headquarters    
[ˌhedˈkwɔ:təz]


n.

总部
7. abundant       
[əˈbʌndənt]


adj.

丰富的
The political parties in the United States are mostly dominated1 by a two-party system, though the Constitution has always been silent on the issue of political parties since it was signed in 1787. The Constitution was adopted on June 21, 1788, which is the oldest written constitution still in use. The two major parties of the United States are the Democratic2 Party and the Republican Party. The United States has a capitalist mixed economy, which is fueled by rich natural resources, a well-developed infrastructure, and high productivity. It lays emphasis on private ownership and private businesses to produce most goods and services. A lot of top enterprises have emerged in the United States, such as Walmart, McDonald’s, Amazon, etc. 
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 Political System

The outline of the government of the United States is laid out in the Constitution. The government was formed in 1789, making the United States one of the world’s first modern national constitutional republics. The United States is the world’s oldest surviving federation. The government is regulated by a system of checks and balances defined by the Constitution of the United States, which is a constitutional republic and representative democracy. The Constitution is a basic law from which the government gets all its power. It is the law that protects those who live in the United States from unreasonable actions by the national government or any state government. The Constitution defines three branches of government. They are the legislative branch, which enacts laws; the executive branch, which enforces3 those laws; the judicial branch, which interprets laws. 

The legislative branch is called Congress, which is made up of two groups of legislators—the Senate and the House of Representatives. It makes federal laws, declares wars, approves treaties, as well as has the power of the purse and impeachment, by which it can remove sitting members of the government. A member of the Senate is addressed as the Senator. Members of the House of Representatives are called congressmen or congresswomen. The Senate is often referred to as the upper house, which has 100 members, two senators from each state. Both senators represent the entire state. Senators are elected to six-year terms. Every two years, one-third of all senators face election or reelection.

The lower house, which is called the House of Representatives, has 435 voting members, all of whom are elected every two years. The number of the representatives from each state is determined by that state’s population. Seven states have the minimum of one representative, while California, the most populous state, has 53 representatives. For the purpose of electing representatives, each state is divided into congressional districts. The districts within a state are equal in population. One representative is elected from each district. One of a representative’s major duties is to protect the interests of the people in that district.    

The President is the nation’s chief executive. The President is the commander-in-chief of the military and has the power to veto legislative bills before they become laws. Additionally, the President appoints the members of the Cabinet and other officers, who administer and enforce federal laws and policies. The President also spends much of his time making decisions about foreign policy. A very large number of advisers and other employees assist the President. 

The judicial branch consists of the Supreme Court and lower federal courts, whose judges are appointed by the President with the Senate’s approval, interprets laws and overturns those they find unconstitutional. Federal laws cannot violate the terms of the Constitution. As a matter of fact, federal laws are, in some way, controlled or affected by all three branches of the government— the Congress makes them; the President approves and enforces them; the courts determine what they mean and whether they are constitutional. 
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 Political Parties
The modern political party system in the United States is a two-party system dominated by the Democratic Party and the Republican Party. These two parties have won every presidential election since 1852 and have controlled the Congress since 1856. Several other parties from time to time achieve relatively minor representation at the national and state levels.

At the time the Constitution was signed in 1787, there were no parties in the nation. Indeed, no nation in the world at that time had voter-based political parties. The need to win popular support in a republic led to the American invention of political parties in the 1790s. Americans were especially devising new techniques that linked public opinions with public policy through the party.

The Democratic Party is the oldest political party in the United States and among the oldest in the world. The Democratic Party, since the division of the Republican Party in the election of 1912, has consistently positioned itself to the left of the Republican Party in economic as well as social matters. It was once the largest political party, with 72 million voters claiming affiliation. 

The Republican Party is often referred to as the Grand Old Party (GOP). Founded in 1854 by anti-slavery expansion activists and modernizers, the Republican Party rose to prominence with the election of Abraham Lincoln, the first Republican President. It is currently the second largest party with 55 million registered members. 
Within American political culture, the Republican Party is considered center-right or conservative while the Democratic Party is considered center-left or liberal4. The states of the Northeast and West Coast and some of the Great Lakes states, known as “the blue states”, are relatively liberal. The “red states” of the South and parts of the Great Plains and Rocky Mountains are relatively conservative.

In the early years of the United States, voting was considered a matter for state governments, and was commonly restricted to white men who owned land. Direct elections were mostly held only for the United States House of Representatives and state legislatures. Today, American citizens have almost universal suffrage from the age of 18, regardless of race, gender, or wealth, and both houses of Congress are directly elected. 

The President serves a four-year term and may be elected to the office no more than twice. The President is not elected by direct votes, but by an indirect electoral college system in which the determining votes are apportioned to the states and the District of Columbia.

The President and the Vice President are elected together in a presidential election. The election is indirect, with the winner being determined by votes cast by electors of the Electoral College. In modern times, voters in each state select a slate of electors from a list of several slates, and the electors typically promise in advance to vote for the candidates5 of their party. Presidential elections occur on the Election Day, Tuesday between November 2 and 8, coinciding with the general elections of various other federal, states and local races. 
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 Economy 
The United States has one of the world’s largest national economy since at least the 1890s, compared with the European Union which has a larger collective economy, but it is not a single nation. The economy of the United States is a mixed economy and has maintained a stable overall GDP growth rate, a moderate unemployment rate, and high levels of research and capital investment. It is estimated that the US GDP is one of the highest in the world, thus making it one of the world’s wealthiest nations. What’s more, the United States is one of the largest trading nation in the world. Most of the economy is classified as services and the United States economy also maintains a very high level of output.

Agriculture is a major industry in the United States, which is a net exporter of food. Although agricultural activity occurs in all states, it is particularly concentrated in the Great Plains, a vast expanse of flat, arable land in the center of the United States and in the region around the Great Lakes known as the Corn Belt. Corn, turkeys, tomatoes, potatoes, peanuts, and sunflower seeds constitute some of the major holdovers from the agricultural endowment of the Americans.

The United States is one of the world’s largest manufacturers. Many headquarters6 of the world’s 500 largest companies are located in the United States. The labor market has attracted immigrants from all over the world and its net migration rate is among the highest in the world. The United States is one of the world’s largest and most influential financial markets. China is the largest foreign holder of American public debt. About 60% of the global currency reserves have been invested in the American dollar, while 24% have been invested in the euro. 

The United States has a capitalist mixed economy, which is fueled by abundant7 natural resources, a well-developed infrastructure, and high productivity. It lays emphasis on private ownership and private businesses to produce most goods and services. Two thirds of the output goes to individuals, while one third is bought by government and business.

Walmart Inc. was founded by American retail legend Mr. Sam Walton in Arkansas in 1962. Walmart has topped the Fortune 500 list several times. Walmart Inc. helps people around the world save money and live better in retail stores, online, and through their mobile devices. Walmart continues to be a leader in sustainability, corporate philanthropy and employment opportunity. Since the first Walmart store opened in 1962 in Rogers, Arkansas, Walmart has been dedicated to making a difference in the lives of the customers. The business is the result of Sam Walton’s visionary leadership, along with generations of associates focused on helping customers and communities save money and live better. This rich heritage defines who we are and what we do today.

As a retailer, the company’s legal name was changed from Walmart Stores, Inc. to Walmart Inc. on February 1, 2018. The name change demonstrates their determination to serve customers however they want to shop: whether in stores, online, on their mobile device, or through pickup and delivery. The company is committed to diversity, cultivating local talent, and women leadership. Walmart China opened the first Walmart Hypermarket and Sam’s Club in Shenzhen in 1996. Since then, they have grown to operate hundreds of stores and multiple distribution centers in many cities nationwide.

McDonald’s is an American fast food company, founded in 1940 as a restaurant operated by Richard and Maurice McDonald, in San Bernardino, California, the United States. They rechristened their business as a hamburger stand. The first time a McDonald’s franchise used the Golden Arches logo was in 1953 at a location in Phoenix, Arizona. In 1955, Ray Kroc, a salesman, joined the company as a franchise agent and proceeded to purchase the chain from the McDonald brothers. McDonald’s had its original headquarters in Oak Brook, Illinois, but moved its global headquarters to Chicago in early 2018. 

McDonald’s is one of the world’s largest restaurant chains by revenue. Although McDonald’s is known for its hamburgers, they also sell cheeseburgers, chicken products, French fries, breakfast items, soft drinks, milkshakes, wraps, and desserts. In response to changing consumer tastes and a negative backlash because of the unhealthiness of their food, the company has added a lot to its menu, such as salads, fish, smoothies, and fruit. McDonald’s restaurants offer both counter service and drive-through service, with indoor and sometimes outdoor seating. 

Amazon.com, Inc.(Fig. 2-7), founded in 1994 by Jeff Bezos, is an American electronic commerce company with headquarters in Seattle, Washington. Bezos is said to have browsed a dictionary for a word beginning with “A” for the value of alphabetic placement. He selected the name Amazon because it was “exotic and different” and as a reference to his plan for the company’s size to reflect that of the Amazon River, one of the largest rivers in the world.

Amazon is one of the big four technology companies in the United States, with the others being Meta(Facebook), Apple, and Google. In terms of revenue and market capitalization, Amazon is ranked as the world leader in cloud computing platform, artificial intelligence assistant provider, and e-commerce marketplace, as well as the largest Internet-based retailer in the United States. Amazon.com started as an online bookstore, but over the years, diversified by selling software electronics, jewelry, video games, toys, food, furniture, and apparel, among other items. The company also produces consumer electronics—notably, Amazon Kindle e-book readers, Fire tablets, Fire TV and Fire Phone—and is a major provider of cloud computing services. Amazon also sells certain low-end products like USB cables under its inhouse brand AmazonBasics. The company has individual websites, software development centers, customer service centers and fulfillment centers in many locations around the world.
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 Exercises
I. Try to answer the following questions according to your understanding of the text.
(1) What is the Constitution of the United States?
(2) What are the three branches of the Constitution?
(3) What are the two major political parties in the United States?
(4) Which party is considered center-right or conservative?
(5) How many top enterprises do you know in the United States?
II. Read the following passage carefully, and make a comment on it at the end of the passage in no more than 100 words.
The initiator of the AIDS Prevention Education Project for Chinese Youth and chairwoman of the Beijing Changier Education Foundation was recently awarded by the American Chinese United Association in recognition of her commitments to AIDS prevention, women empowerment and the improvement of youth education.

The AIDS-prevention project launched by the initiator has reached out to more than 1,200 universities, primary schools and middle schools across China, benefiting over 3.03 million people. The initiator also has traveled to Yunnan province, Sichuan province, Tibet autonomous region and some other remote places in China to help lift families out of poverty and bring local children easier access to quality education.

Additionally, the initiator and the foundation have been actively conducting collaboration with officials, scholars and educationists from different countries for creating a better environment for the growth of women and children, further protecting their rights. The awarding ceremony was held on the first day of the Chinese Lunar New Year, with 550 representatives of Asian communities in Massachusetts, Connecticut, and some other states, showing the strong cohesion within Chinese Americans from across the country.
Comments:
Some believe that charity organizations should help those who are in great need; some think that charity organizations should concentrate on those who live in their own country. 

What is your point of view?

Reference:
Argument:

(1) Due to human’s responsibility and obligation

(2) Promoting economic development and enhancing social harmony

(3) Being a reflection of moral obligation to cover a wide range of issues
Counter-argument:

(1) Helping local people more effectively

(2) Making a contribution to one’s own country

(3) Enhancing harmony of the targeted community
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Fig. 1-1  Regency of Cromwell
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Fig. 1-2  Queen Victoria
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Fig. 1-3  Queen Elizabeth II
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Fig. 1-4  Alfred the Great
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Fig. 1-5  Elizabeth I
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Fig. 1-6  Oxford Shield
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Fig. 1-7  The Beatles
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Fig. 1-9  Great Expectations
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Fig. 1-10  Afternoon tea
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Fig. 2-2  John Davison Rockefeller
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Fig. 2-3  Elvis Aaron Presley
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Fig. 2-4  The Great Seal of the United States
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Fig. 2-7  Logo of Amazon
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