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Section I Use of English

Directions:
Read the following text. Choose the best word (s) for each numbered blank and mark A, B, C or
D on the ANSWER SHEET. (10 points)

The Treasury could pocket 20 million a year in extra fines once the country’s speed camera

network is expanded. Motoring organizations warned that the 1  could become a poll tax

on wheels’, 2 huge numbers of drivers. There could be many more incidents of vandalism

3 cameras. The warnings came 4 a Daily Mail survey found almost all the 23 police

forces in England and Wales were either 5 to expansion plans or considering 6
Nationwide, the number of speeding tickets is expected to treble, 7 90 million a

year. 8 the scheme, police keep some of the cash from fines to 9 the costs of fitting

and maintaining extra cameras and 10 that existing ones always have film in them. The rest
will go to the Treasury. Both Ministers and police insist the scheme is aimed 11  at making
roads safer. They point to trials in eight areas which cut collisions by a quarter and deaths and
serious injuries by 12 a half.

But motoring organizations fear cameras will be sited on relatively safe 13 fast
stretches to catch as many drivers as possible. Some forces are also expected to 14 the
“threshold” speeds at which cameras are 15  to the absolute legal minimum—15 mph
in a 10 mph limit, and 26 mph in a 20 mph zone. This could encourage drivers to stare at
their speedometers instead of concentrating on the road, and 16  to more accidents.
Sue Nicholson, head of campaigns at the RAC, said, “We don’t have a problem with speed

cameras 17 . But we do have concerns about 18 they are sited. Police risk losing

credibility 19 motorists if cameras are seen as revenue-raising 20  safety devices.”

1. [A] promotions [B] punishments [C] penalties [D] payments

2. [A] isolating [B] separating [C] alienating [D] detaching

3. [A] towards [B] against [C] before [D] over

4. [A] as [B] once [C] so [D] where

5. [A] commenced [B] engaged [C] intended [D] committed

6. [A] taking part [B] keeping silence [C] making exception [D] paying respect
7. [A] financing [B] profiting [C] funding [D] netting
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8. [A] From [B] Under [C] On [D] With

9. [A] hide [B] cover [C] conceal [D] veil

10. [A] pledging [B] assuring [C] confirming [D] ensuring
11. [A] essentially [B] strongly [C] wholeheartedly [D] purely
12. [A]up to [B] fewer than [C] at most [D] in all

13. [A] but [B] whereas [C] though [D] while

14. [A]fit [B] put [C] set [D] fix

15. [A] levered [B] geared [C] handled [D] triggered
16. [A] lead [B] add [C] contribute [D] resort
17. [A] any less [B] by itself [C] after all [D] as such
18. [A] who [B] when [C] where [D] which
19. [A]in [B] with [C] against [D] for

20. [A] in spite of [B] far from [C] rather than [D] by means of

Section I Reading Comprehension

Part A
Directions:
Read the following four texts. Answer the questions after each text by choosing A, B, C or D.

Mark your answers on the ANSWER SHEET. (40 points)

Text 1

Nobody likes taxes.

Now that’s a fairly safe statement to make. I know I don’t. One of the reasons I moved
back to the U.S. from Canada, is that Americans pay far, far fewer taxes than Canadians do. In
fact, it seems to be part of the American dream to avoid paying any taxes. We don’t want to pay
them on the Internet. Many states don’t want their citizens to pay state taxes. And the President
just pushed through a huge federal income tax cut.

And no doubt there are still people who think we pay too many taxes. But the people of
Braintree, Massachusetts, might be thinking differently. Braintree has a problem. Not once in
the past two decades did the town pass resolutions that overrode Proposition 2 1/2—the law that

says the town government cannot raise each year’s tax levy more than 2 1/2 percent above the
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previous year’s charges. Nor did they float any bonds for debt. Braintree is also a fairly bustling
commercial town, which means that resident tax rates were among the lowest in the Boston area.

But there’s one problem. Braintree is, well, falling part, especially its schools. While
everybody was patting himself or herself on the back for keeping taxes down, school, roads,
bridges and the like were growing older and weren’t receiving the attention they needed. But
even if they did get the attention, not much could be done because there wasn’t enough money

in the town’s kitty to pay for needed repairs. But, as my mother would say, one can only ignore

the elephant in the living room for so long. And now it’s time to pay up. The school department

wants $100 million to fix the schools. Millions more will be needed for road repairs and fixing
the town’s deteriorating water and sewer lines.

Boy, oh boy, people are going to have SOME kind of tax bill in Braintree this year. And
probably for the next few years as well. And don’t forget, this situation affects more than just the
town’s infrastructure. Real estate prices will suffer as well. Who wants to move to a town with
crumbling schools, bad roads, and questionable water?

There is a lesson in all this—not paying enough tax is just as bad as paying too much tax.
There are some people in the U.S. who point out that all tax money should be given back to
individuals, not the various branches of government. It’s our money, they cry. In one way, I
agree with them. It is our money. But the fact they conveniently forget—or ignore—is that the
money the government keeps is “our” money as well. That’s because it pays for OUR schools,
OUR roads, OUR military, OUR communities in need of help after events like floods or other

disasters.

21. What makes the author come to the conclusion that people in Braintree pay the lowest tax
rates in the Boston area is the fact that
[A] the town has never changed its taxation law in the last 20 years
[B] the town has been a fast-developing one
[C] the town has never floated bonds to pay its debt in the last 20 years

[D] many more schools, roads and the like have been built recently

22. In what way might people of Braintree think differently about paying taxes?
[A] They think the President’s tax cut plan is impracticable.
[B] They think they have been paying too many taxes.

[C] They think the town government misuses the taxes they have paid.
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[D] They think paying enough taxes is necessary to keeping things going.

23. What is the alleged problem that faces Braintree at present?
[A] No one is willing to pay any taxes.
[B] Not enough attention is paid to education.
[C] The town does not have enough money to expand its infrastructure.

[D] The town does not collect enough taxes to keep itself in good shape.

24. When the author quotes from his mother that “one can only ignore the elephant in the living
room for so long” (Para.4), he means that
[A] one has to taste the bitter result if he is blind to a problem
[B] keeping everything in good order is too heavy a burden for a small town
[C] one should never keep an elephant in his living room for long

[D] a small town should not levy too heavy a tax against people’s will

25. With regard to paying taxes, the author is actually saying that
[A] paying enough taxes is the citizen’s obligation
[B] he does not like taxes and would dodge them if he could
[C] the government should not abuse the taxes

[D] the government should not levy too heavy a tax

Text 2

War has escaped the battlefield and now can, with modern guidance systems on missiles,
touch virtually every square yard of the earth’s surface. It no longer involves only the military
profession, but engulfs also entire civilian populations. Nuclear weapons have made major war
unthinkable. We are forced, however, to think about the unthinkable because a thermonuclear
war could come by accident or miscalculation. We must accept the paradox of maintaining a
capacity to fight such a war so that we will never have to do so.

War has also lost most of its utility in achieving the traditional goals of conflict. Control
of territory carries with it the obligation to provide subject peoples with certain administrative,
health, educations, and other social services; such obligations far outweigh the benefits of
control. If the ruled population is ethnically or racially different from the rulers, tensions and
chronic unrest often exist which further reduce the benefits and increase the costs of domination.

Large populations no longer necessarily enhance state power and, in the absence of high levels
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of economic development, can impose severe burdens on food supply, jobs, and the broad range
of services expected of modern governments. The benefits of forcing another nation to surrender
its wealth are vastly outweighed by the benefits of persuading that nation to produce and
exchange goods and services.

Making war has been one of the most persistent of human activities in the 8 centuries
since men and women settled in cities and thereby became “civilized” , but the modernization
of the past 80 years has fundamentally changed the role and function of war. In pre-modernized
societies, successful warfare brought significant material rewards, the most obvious of which
were the stored wealth of the defeated. Equally important was human labor—control over people
as slaves—and the productive capacity of agricultural lands and mines. Successful warfare also
produced psychic benefits. The removal or destruction of a threat brought a sense of security,
and power gained over others created pride and national self-esteem.

Warfare was also the most complex, broad-scale and demanding activity of pre-modernized
people. The challenges of leading men into battle, organizing, moving and supporting armies,
attracted the talents of the most vigorous , enterprising, intelligent and imaginative men in the
society. “Warrior” and “Statesman” were usually synonymous, and the military was one of
the few professions in which an able, ambitious boy of humble origin could rise to the top. In
the broader cultural context, war was accepted in the pre-modernized society as a part of the
human condition, a mechanism of change, and an unavoidable, even noble, aspect of life. The

excitement and drama of war made it a vital part of literature and legends.

26. The author is primarily concerned with discussing how
[A] political decisions are reached
[B] economic and social conditions have changed
[C] technology for making wars has improved

[D] war has lost its value as a policy tool

27. The author most likely places the word “civilized” in quotation marks (Para.3) in order
to
[A] show dissatisfaction at not having found a better word
[B] acknowledge that the word was borrowed from another source
[C] express irony that war should be a part of civilization

[D] impress upon the reader the tragedy of war
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28. According to the passage, leaders of pre-moderized society considered war to be
[A] a valid tool of national policy
[B] an important act of aggression
[C] economically wasteful and socially unfeasible

[D] restricted in scope to military participants

29. The author mentions all of the following as possible reasons for going to war in a pre-
modernized society EXCEPT
[A] possibility of material gain
[B] promoting deserving young men to higher positions
[C] potential for increasing the security of the nation

[D] desire to capture productive farming lands

30. Which of the following best describes the tone of the passage?
[A] Outraged and indignant.
[B] Scientific and objective.
[C] Concerned and optimistic.

[D] Fearful and alarmed.

Text 3

Oscar Wilde said that work is the refuge of people who have nothing better to do. If so,
Americans are now among the world’s saddest refugees. Factory workers in the United States
are working longer hours than at any time in the past half-century. America once led the rich
world in cutting the average working week—from 70 hours in 1850 to less than 40 hours by the
1950s. It seemed natural that as people grew richer they would trade extra earnings for more
leisure. Since the 1970s, however, the hours clocked up by American workers have risen, to an
average of 42 this year in manufacturing.

Several studies suggest that something similar is happening outside manufacturing:
Americans are spending more time at work than they did 20 years ago. Executive and lawyers
boast of 80-hour weeks. On holiday, they seek out fax machines and phones as eagerly as
Germans bag the best sun-loungers. Yet working time in Europe and Japan continues to fall.
In Germany’s engineering industry the working week is to be trimmed from 36 to 35 hours
next year. Most Germans get six weeks’ paid annual holiday; even the Japanese now take three

weeks. Americans still make do with just two.
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Germany responds to this contrast with its usual concern about whether people’s aversion
to work is damaging its competitiveness. Yet German workers, like the Japanese, seem to be
acting sensibly: as their incomes rise, they can achieve a better standard of living with fewer
hours of work. The puzzle is why America, the world’s richest country, sees things differently.
It is a puzzle with sinister social implications. Parents spend less time with their children, who
may be left alone at home for longer. Is it just a coincidence that juvenile crime is on the rise?

Some explanations for America’s time at work fail to stand up to scrutiny. One blames
weak trade unions that leave workers open to exploitation. A recent study by two American
economists, Richard Freeman and Linda Bell, suggests not: when asked, Americans actually
want to work longer hours. Most German workers, in contrast, would rather work less.

Then why has the century-long decline in working hours gone into reverse in America but not
elsewhere (though Britain shows signs of following America’s lead). Perhaps cultural differences—
the last refuge of the defeated economist—are at play. Economists used to believe that once workers
earned enough to provide for their basic needs and allow for a few luxuries, their incentive to work
would be eroded, like lions relaxing after a kill. But humans are more susceptible to advertising than
lions. Perhaps clever marketing has ensured that “basic needs”—for a shower with built-in TV, for
a rocket-propelled car—expand continuously. Shopping is already one of America’s most popular
pastimes. But it requires money—hence more work and less leisure.

Or try this: the television is not very good, and baseball and hockey keep being wiped out
by strikes. Perhaps Wilde was right. Maybe Americans have nothing better to do.

31. In the United States, working longer hours is
[A] confined to the manufacturing industry
[B] a traditional practice in some sectors
[C] prevalent in all sectors of society

[D] favored by the economists

32. According to the third paragraph, which might be one of the consequences of working
longer hours?
[A] Rise in employees’ working efficiency.
[B] Rise in the number of young offenders.
[C] Rise in people’s living standards.

[D] Rise in competitiveness.
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33. The author’s attitude towards some explanations for America’s longer working hours
is .
[A] slight approval
[B] slight ambiguity
[C] slight disapproval
[D] strong objection

34. Which of the following is the cause of working longer hours stated by the writer?
[A] Expansion of basic needs.
[B] Cultural differences.
[C] Increase in real earnings.

[D] Advertising.

35. The purpose of the passage is to
[A] make a comparison of Americans’ working hours with those of Europeans’
[B] make an analysis of the factors behind Americans’ longer working hours
[C] criticize the economists’ explanations for Americans’ longer working hours

[D] prove what Oscar Wilde said is especially true about American workers

Text 4

If you are anything like me, you left the theater after Sex and the City 2 and thought, there
ought to be a law against a looks-based culture in which the only way for 40-year-old actresses
to be compensated like 40-year-old actors is to have them look and dress like the teenage
daughters of 40-year-old actors.

Meet Deborah Rhode, a Stanford law professor who proposes a legal regime in which
discrimination on the basis of looks is as serious as discrimination based on gender or race.
In a provocative new book, the Beauty Bias, Rhode lays out the case for an America in which
appearance discrimination is no longer allowed. That means Hooters can’t fire its servers for
being too heavy, as allegedly happened last month to a waitress in Michigan who says she
received nothing but excellent reviews but weighed 132 pounds.

Rhode is at her most persuasive when arguing that in America, discrimination against
unattractive women and short men is as pernicious and widespread as bias based on race, sex,
age, ethnicity, religion, and disability. Rhode cites research to prove her point: 11 percent of

surveyed couples say they would abort a fetus predisposed toward obesity. College students tell
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surveyors they’d rather have a spouse who is an embezzler, drug user, or a shoplifter than one
who is obese. The less attractive you are in America, the more likely you are to receive a longer
prison sentence, a lower damage award, a lower salary, and poorer performance reviews. You
are less likely to be married and more likely to be poor.

And all of this is compounded by a virtually unregulated beauty and diet industry and
soaring rates of elective cosmetic surgery. Rhode reminds us how Hillary Clinton and Sonia
Sotomayor were savaged by the media for their looks, and says it’s no surprise that Sarah Palin
paid her makeup artist more than any member of her staff in her run for the vice presidency.

The problem with making appearance discrimination illegal is that Americans just
really, really like hot girls. And so long as being a hot girl is deemed a bona fide occupational
qualification, there will be cocktail waitresses fired for gaining three pounds. It’s not just
American men who like things this way. In the most troubling chapter in her book, Rhode
explores the feminist movement’s complicated relationship to eternal youth. The truth is that
women feel good about competing in beauty pageants. They love six-inch heels. They feel
beautiful after cosmetic surgery. You can’t succeed in public life if you look old in America.

To put it another way, appearance bias is a massive societal problem with tangible
economic costs that most of us—perhaps especially women—perpetuate each time we buy
a diet pill or sneer at fat women. This doesn’t mean we shouldn’t work toward eradicating
discrimination based on appearance. But it may mean recognizing that the law won’t stop us
from discriminating against the overweight, the aging, and the imperfect, so long as it’s the

quality we all hate most in ourselves.

36. The author holds the feeling of after watching Sex and the City 2.
[A] jealousy and disfavor
[B] remorse and guilt
[C] envy and longing

[D] displeasure and anger

37. Which of the followings is NOT included in Prof. Rhode’s arguments?
[A] Not only American men like pretty women, American women themselves also attach
great value to beauty.
[B] If appearance discrimination is illegal in America, no company can fire their employees

because of their looks.
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[C] There should be a law against discrimination based on appearance as against gender or
racial discrimination.

[D ] Appearance bias is as harmful and common as racial and religious discrimination.

38. Why can Sarah Palin’s makeup artist get higher salary?
[A] The cost of elective cosmetic surgery presents a surging tendency.
[B] Sarah Palin was scorned for her unattractive look by the media.
[C] It is an inevitable social phenomenon.

[D] The bias of looks makes celebrities pay more attention to their appearances.

39. Itis very hard to establish a law against appearance discrimination in that
[A] American people regard beauty as a very valuable and desirable quality
[B] cocktail waitresses want to be competitive and earn more money
[C] American women like participating in beauty pageants

[D] such a law will harm the American economy

40. We can conclude from the passage that
[A] all the Americans need to be good-looking for their careers’ sake
[B] film directors should start using ordinary-looking middle-aged actresses to help change
the beauty bias
[C] American people need to change their attitudes toward the appearance of themselves to
change the beauty bias
[D] if people really hate themselves for being fat or ugly, they will be against a law stopping

appearance discrimination

Part B

Directions:

In the following text, some sentences have been removed. For Questions 41—45, choose the
most suitable one from the list A—G to fit into each of the numbered blanks. There are two extra
choices, which do not fit in any of the blanks. Mark your answers on the ANSWER SHEET.
(10 points)

Barack Obama, in his state-of-the-union speech on February 12th, called for a new era of

scientific discovery. “Now is the time to reach a level of research and development not seen
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since the height of the space race,” he declared. (41) . This would mean spending
more on research. As The Economist went to press, America’s government was about to do the
opposite.

Federal spending is due to be cut on March 1st, the result of a long brawl over the deficit.
Complex politics triggered this “sequester” (Congress excels at nothing if not elaborate
dysfunction) but the sequester itself is brutally simple. (42) . Among the areas to be
squeezed is R&D, and medical research in particular.

For years America has enjoyed pre-eminence in research, but this is fading.
(43) . Tt spent $366 billion on research in 2011, compared with $275 billion by all
27 countries of the European Union. Despite China’s rapid ascent, America still spends more
than twice as much on R&D. Subsidies help. America’s government pays for about one-third of
all domestic research and for most basic science.

Medicine is one of the main beneficiaries. America’s National Institutes of Health (NIH) is
the world’s biggest funder of biomedical research. It pays for risky basic science; companies pay
for later stages of development. (44) . As drug firms trim their budgets, the NIH’s
work is becoming even more vital. (45)

With the sequester public investment will shrink further. These cuts will speed the erosion
of American supremacy in research. In December, Battelle, a research group, predicted that China
would surpass America’s spending by 2023. Thanks to the sequester, that date may come earlier.

But the real problem is absolute, not relative, and affects the whole world, not just America.
R&D is a rare type of public spending that stimulates growth. Knowledge is cumulative, easy
to share and generates benefits that spill rapidly across borders. Dr Collins says that cuts to the
NIH will slow work on Alzheimer’s disease, a universal flu vaccine and cancer therapies, to

name just a few.

[A] Research also makes up a smaller portion of America’s economy than some other countries’.
In a ranking of R&D spending as a share of GDP, America came tenth in 2011. A decade
earlier it was sixth.

[B] Nevertheless, America remains the world’s biggest engine for innovation.

[C] He praised projects to map the human brain and accelerate regenerative medicine.

[D] But since 2003, inflation-adjusted spending on medical research has declined.

[E] America will cut $85 billion from this year’s budget (about 2.5% of spending), split between
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military and non-military programmes.

[F] Francis Collins, the NIH’s director, says that his organisation will spend $1.6 billion less in
2013—a cut of 5.1%—and $16 billion less over the next decade.

[G] For example, the NIH supported early research into monoclonal antibodies. By 2010 such

research underpinned five of America’s 20 bestselling drugs.

Part C
Directions:
Read the following text carefully and then translate the underlined segments into Chinese. Write

your answers on the ANSWER SHEET. (10 points)

Everybody knows that global fish stocks are heading for collapse. That is why governments

try to limit the amount of fish taken out of the sea. (46) But recent research suggests that the

world is going about regulating fishing the wrong way—that fish stocks would fare better if

efforts were made to protect entire ecosystems rather than individual species.

There are plenty of data to prove the importance of diversity on dry land. (47) Until

recently, however, there was little evidence that the same was the case in the oceans, which

make up 90% of the biosphere, and on which a billion people rely for their livelihoods.

In order to establish whether diversity matters in the sea as well as on land, 11 marine
biologists, along with three economists, have spent the past three years crunching all the
numbers they could lay their hands on. These ranged from the current United Nations Food
and Agriculture Organization’s database to information hundreds of years old, collected
from kitchen records and archaeology. The results of their comprehensive analysis have been
published in Science.

(48) Marine biodiversity, they report, matters because it is variety per se that delivers

services—such as maintaining water quality and processing nutrients—to humans as well as

the goods people reap from the sea. It also ensures these goods and services recover relatively

rapidly after an accident or natural disturbance. The new work is silent on exactly how
biodiversity protects these things—merely showing that it does. Earlier work though has shown
some possible mechanisms.

The latest study, led by Boris Worm of Dalhousie University, in Halifax, Canada, gathered
the available material into four separate groups. The researchers found the same result from

different pools of data, in different types of marine ecosystems and at different scales. The
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findings suggest that governments should rethink the way they try to manage fisheries. (49)

Marine reserves are common in the tropics, but policymakers in temperate countries tend to

focus on one species at a time to control numbers of that species caught. They might do better to

spend more time thinking about ecosystems and less haggling over quotas.
Some governments claim to have already come around to the idea. In America, Britain

and Canada officials are considering how to redraft fisheries policy. (50) Scientists hope that

the move will push the inevitably unhappy compromise between their recommendations and

fishermen’s aspirations closer to their way.

Dr. Worm reckons that, the way things are going, commercial fish stocks will collapse
completely by 2048. The date may be spuriously precise, but the danger is there. And so, if Dr

Worm is right, is a better way of making sure that it doesn’t happen.

Section Il Writing

Part A
51. Directions:
One of your friends wants to apply for a job working with foreign teenagers. Write a letter to
1) recommend him or her,
2) describe his or her past experience, and
3) give your reasons
You should write about 100 words on the ANSWER SHEET.

Do not use your own name in the letter; use “Li Ming” instead. (10 points)

Part B
52. Directions:

Write an essay of 160—200 words based on the picture
below. In your essay, you should

1) describe the picture briefly,

2) interpret the implied meaning, and

3) give your comments.

Write your answer on the ANSWER SHEET. (20 points)
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Section I Writing

Part A
Dear Sir or Madam,

I am writing to recommend one of my best friends, Zhang Pei, for this post.

With his outstanding leadership and cheerful personality, he was elected chairman of the Students’ Union
of Fudan University. Busy as he was, he completed his major, business management, with an outstanding school
record. Upon graduation he was assigned to be a teacher in the Middle School attached to Fudan University.
What is more, he loves his job and enjoys working with students, which won him great popularity among his
students.

Therefore, I do not hesitate to recommend him as an ideal candidate for the post. I am sure you will make
a wise decision in hiring him.

Yours sincerely,

Li Ming

Part B

The picture vividly depicts a website selling personal information. What is conveyed in the drawing is
most meaningful and thought-provoking in terms of the protection of privacy and personal information of
individuals in the information age.

Internet has penetrated into all the aspects of our life and work. We can study and work by it; we can find a
job by it; we can communicate by it; we can entertain by it; we can buy and sell things by it. We can do almost
everything on the Internet, anywhere, anytime. However, as Internet provides services for us, it is inevitably
invading our privacy to some degree. The services on most websites require registration. If we want to enjoy
these services, we have to provide much private information, including our names, gender, address, telephone
number and sometimes the bank account. Due to the poor cyberspace supervision, our information might be
hacked, stolen and leaked. Even sometimes the information will be misused by criminals.

Considering the above mentioned, we must enhance our vigilance when surfing the Internet. First,
when we need Internet service, we should always log on those legal websites. Second, if the service requires

important private information, you should think twice before you type it in.
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