Chapter One Maritime Culture

Background Knowledge

Maritime culture is as varied as the human experience of the sea, including maritime history,
maritime archaeology, maritime education, fishing, etc. Some maritime traditions are tangible,
some intangible, but all express the spirit of our interactions with the sea over time. Many
maritime customs and traditions arise from the elemental activities of daily life on the sea. People
create poetry and music, literature and mythology, games, and religious ceremonies, all related to
the sea. Language and oral tradition, festivals and community worship, superstition and belief all
contribute to maritime culture.

In this chapter, we present whaling heritage, maritime archaecology and Chinese Maritime
Silk Road. Whaling is the hunting of whales primarily for meat and oil. Its earliest forms date
back to at least 3000 BC. Various coastal communities have long histories of subsistence whaling
and harvesting beached whales. Industrial whaling emerged with organized fleets in the 17th
century; competitive national whaling industries in the 18th and 19th centuries; and the
introduction of factory ships along with the concept of whale harvesting in the first half of the
20th century. The reading text introduces the whaling heritage in America.

Maritime archaeology (also known as marine archaeology) is a discipline within
archaeology as a whole that specifically studies human interaction with the sea, lakes and rivers
through the study of associated physical remains, vessels, shore side facilities, port-related
structures, cargoes, human remains and submerged landscapes. Passage A in Case Study
introduces some basic knowledge about maritime archaeology, especially in America.

Maritime history is the study of human activity at sea. It covers a broad thematic element of
history that often uses a global approach, although national and regional histories remain
predominant. As an academic subject, it often crosses the boundaries of standard disciplines,
focusing on understanding humankind’s various relationships to the oceans, seas, and major
waterways of the globe.

The Maritime Silk Road is an important part of Chinese maritime history. It refers to the
route from each port in south China, such as Guangzhou or Quanzhou to the Southeast Asia,
India, Arabia or even farther through heading west by boat. With the enhancement in navigation
technology and accumulation of seafaring experience, coupled with the advantages of lower
transportation cost and larger quantity of freight in marine trading, the Maritime Silk Road

replaced the Silk Road on land to become the major passage for communication between the east



and the west after the Song and Yuan dynasties. Passage B introduces this important part in

Chinese history.

Our Whaling Pasts

Herman Melville, author of Moby Dick, said it best when
he said: “To produce a mighty book you must choose a
mighty theme.” There’s no doubt that the history of
American whaling is a significant part of our national
maritime heritage, for it is a topic that encompasses
historic voyages and seafaring traditions set on a global
stage. These voyages had political, economic, and
cultural impacts. Whaling is a complex topic, for we as a
nation were intimately tied to the whaling industry in a
number of important and complex ways. It was a
successful and yet non-sustainable industry. Whaling
was the economic boon which lit our cities and yet
decimated the ocean’s marine mammals. Historic
whaling was a major industrial effort, dirty, dangerous

and necessary.

Whaling history stretches far back in time. British

colonists learned from the Native Americans about shore
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whaling. There were killer whale hunts by Neolithic
groups in Norway. Orcas were slain by Caesar’s
Praetorian Guards. Norsemen in the Dark Ages drove
whales into fjords, herding them ashore. The Viking
colonies at Iceland and Greenland were whaling stations.
Japanese whaling activities have an equally lengthy past,
emerging in the Tokugawa period (the 1600’s) as a
major industry. The Makah Indians practice whaling
from the coasts of the Olympic Peninsula in Washington
State. The American period of historic whaling is but
one part in the broader tapestry of whales and their
complex significance (historical, cultural, etc.) to a
number of different seafaring cultures at a number of

different times.

American “Golden Age’ of Whaling
The heyday of our historic whaling activities
encompassed just the few years between 1840 and 1861,
beginning with early American voyages into the Pacific
and ending with the outbreak of the Civil War and the
discovery of petroleum in Pennsylvania. The full
development and flowering of the American sperm
whale fishery found classic expression in the works of
Herman Melville and the novel Moby Dick first
published as The Whale in 1851. In those days America
had over 700 whaling vessels, standing out for voyages
of up to four years at a time, exploring the ends of the
earth. Whaling made a young nation rich; it brought our
commerce to the far corners of the globe; whaling ships
brought different cultures into contact and drew
connections between distant parts of the seas. In terms of
early seafaring voyages, perhaps nothing can match the
range and sheer volume of American whaling during this

short period in the 19th century. And many of these
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whaling vessels were lost in what are now the protected

waters of our marine sanctuaries.

Whaling Heritage and the National Marine
Sanctuaries

For the National Marine Sanctuary Program, the whaling
topic is larger than any single wreck site and broader
than any one sanctuary. The sanctuary program is
connected to a number of different whaling cultures, a
number of different whaling vessel wreck sites, and a
number of different significant locations to our shared
whaling heritage. Whaling heritage unites a number of
different sites and sanctuaries under a common heritage
theme. A collaborative research and education effort is
developing involving the National Marine Sanctuary
Program, research institutions such as the Nantucket
Historical Association, New Bedford Whaling Museum,
the Bernice P. Bishop Museum and the Docklands

Museum in London...and several ongoing projects.

Collaboration...HMAP
Maritime Heritage Program staff have begun to
collaborate with the HMAP project at the University of
New Hampshire. The “History of Marine Animal
Populations” aims to improve our understanding of
ecosystem dynamics, specifically with regard to
long-term changes in stock abundance, the ecological
impact of large-scale harvesting by man, and the role of
marine resources in the historical development of human
HMAP this

multidisciplinary studies integrating Marine Ecology,

society... addresses issue through

History and Paleo-Ecology. This innovative combination

of research methods and analytical perspectives offers a
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unique approach to testing theories of the effects of both
man’s activities and natural environmental changes on
our living marine resources... To achieve its goals,
HMAP relies on the teamwork of ecologists, marine
biologists, historians, anthropologists, archaeologists,
These

integrated research teams analyze data from a variety of

paleo-ecologists and paleo-oceanographers.
unique sources, such as colonial fisheries and monastic
records, modern fisheries statistics, ship logs, tax
documents, sediment cores and other environmental
records, to piece together

changes in specific

populations throughout history.

Collaboration...“Whaling to Watching” Curriculum
Proj ect

In 1995 Gray’s Reef NMS and Stellwagen Bank NMS
co-authored educational curriculum featuring the
Northern Right Whale. The handbook, video, and poster
explore the life history of the world’s most endangered
large whale and human’s history with it from
exploitation to conservation. It provides an interesting
and timely background and incorporates activities for
interested students and teachers. The module with books,
video, and poster targets students Grades Six through
Eight, but the curriculum has been utilized by students
of all ages (including the Georgia and Florida public
schools, Florida project, some Nova Scotia schools, ship
captains/skippers, southeast coast guard pilots, and U.S.
Navy seamen.) Since 1995 this curriculum has been

expanded from its original focus to include to all
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cetacean species found in all of our national marine
sanctuaries. The current web project being developed
provides an electronic encyclopedia to whales, whale
watching and whaling (past and present) in the national
marine sanctuaries that ring our nation, from Stellwagen
Bank off the coast of Massachusetts to Hawaii and

American Samoa in the Pacific Ocean.

MHP and Field Research

NOAA’s Maritime Heritage Program brings a capacity
for field survey and underwater archaeology...and MHP
researchers are beginning to come across wreck sites in
the remote parts of the world’s oceans that are direct
links to our past. The discovery of a whaling vessel
wreck site, its interpretation, and understanding the
historical and archaeological data in the context of our
maritime past is an exciting task. It involves the hunt for
documentary material on whaling activities and
individual whaling vessel losses (newspaper accounts,
portions of ship logs, insurance documents, whaling
journals, marine art, maps, etc.). And it involves
maritime archaeology field work. The Maritime Heritage
Program is currently exploring three whaling wreck
sites, tentatively identified as (a) British whaler Pearl
lost at Pearl and Hermes Atoll in 1822 (Northwestern
Hawaiian Islands), (b) British whaler Hermes lost at
Pearl and Hermes Atoll in 1822, and (c) American
whaler Parker lost at Kure Atoll in 1842 (Northwestern
Hawaiian Islands).

These are rare archaeological

windows into our maritime past.
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Whaling Heritage...a Meansto an End

There are broader questions than those associated with
individual site interpretation. Our whaling wreck sites
and whaling information provide an opportunity for
national-level maritime heritage education. What do
we want to learn from the many aspects of our whaling
heritage? What information do our historic and
archaeological resources hold? How do we preserve and
protect these special sites? How do we best present our
whaling heritage in support of our goals of preservation
and stewardship of ocean resources? These are some of
the interesting questions faced by the Maritime Heritage

Program as its research continues into this exciting

theme.
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Words & Phrases

whaling ['weilig]

n. il vt filifis(whale [-ing £ 20)

encompass [n'kampas] vt. %, fH; G5 SGHELSEY)

adj. MTiERT, KL

seafaring ['si:feariy]

be tied to eeeee FHR
boon [bu:n] n. BEHE; #EF

decimate ['destmert] vt KL%

fjord [fjo:d] n. UV, ¥ RIkIT
tapestry ['tepistri] n. HE; S 2
heyday ['herder] n. BEtH, AEi; HAF

vessel ['vesl] n. &#; M, KAE

interms of fR#E; Ao HOE; e E
n. GRAPIX: AT
n SR, R BMEMTREL
collaborate with ~ 5j-+=+- a1k

withregard to KT ;Ui

multidisciplinary [imaltr'disiplunari]

sanctuary ['sepktfuari]

wreck [rek]

anthropologist [.&en0ra'polodzist] n. A=K
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i
T
TS




archaeologist [\a:ki'plodzist] n. 2%
paleo-ecologist [paliourkoladzist] n. HAESZEE
curriculum [ko'rikjolom] . FBERFE, RFE
encyclopedia [mnsaiklo'pi:dio] n. HEMETS
means to an end A E|H I FE

Terms

1. Dark Ages(Rkil 2 HEHT4X): The term “Dark Ages” was originally intended to denote the
entire period between the fall of Rome and the Renaissance; the term “Middle Ages” has a
similar motivation, implying an intermediate period between Classical Antiquity and the Modern
era. In the 19th century scholars began to recognize the accomplishments made during the period,
thereby challenging the image of the Middle Ages as a time of darkness and decay. The term is
now never used by scholars to refer to the entire medieval period; when used, it is generally
restricted to the Early Middle Ages.

“CREERAL ZRAARIEHMIRIE D B FK T 2O EE TR, “ il
a7 IAARIESFEFE AL, EaE “Hrr” S8, SRR AR I A .
M 19 HELETTFaE, — L8220 0Z M AR 7 IRBI R R, TR it 20X B A i 4 R S T
BRI L SRR 7 BisE. BIAE, “RBRIERHL” IEAYGELE AR T CARDMEA,
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2. Norse colonization of the Americas (4 57 AJE K16 32): The Norse colonization of the
Americas began as early as 10th century AD, when Norse sailors (usually referred to as Vikings)
explored and settled areas of the North Atlantic, including the northeastern fringes of North
America. While the Norse colony in Greenland lasted for almost 500 years, the continental North
American settlements were small and did not develop into permanent colonies. While voyages,
for example to fetch timber, are likely to have occurred for some time, there is no evidence of
enduring Norse settlements on mainland North America.
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3. HMAPGHE A FEE ) 824 5T): The History of Marine Animal Populations (HMAP)
is an international, interdisciplinary research initiative. It comprises the historical component of
the Census of Marine Life and is designed to measure and explain patterns of long-term change
in the diversity, distribution and abundance of life in the oceans. The overarching aim of the

HMAP project is to improve knowledge and understanding of the interaction of humankind with
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the marine environment since the earliest times.
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4. NOAAGE [ B ZEHFERN S 2 5): The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
(NOAA) is a scientific agency within the United States Department of Commerce focused on the
conditions of the oceans and the atmosphere. NOAA warns of dangerous weather, charts seas and
skies, guides the use and protection of ocean and coastal resources, and conducts research to
improve understanding and stewardship of the environment. In addition to its civilian employees,
NOAA research and operations are supported by 300 uniformed service members who make up
the NOAA Commissioned Officer Corps.
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Notes

1. In terms of early seafaring voyages, perhaps nothing can match the range and sheer
volume of American whaling during this short period in the 19th century. M -F-H#Af
Wk E, £EMAEVE 19 HOXBREE RN TN, WREEZT, HEZ
PER, JUFHIFIARA . “in terms of” Kos “ml-e---MM 5, fE--J7H” , match
Fon ‘T LE, WARLEY o XAPTEUIY T3 E A S R R .

2. The “History of Marine Animal Populations” aims to improve our understanding of
ecosystem dynamics, specifically with regard to long-term changes in stock abundance,
the ecological impact of large-scale harvesting by man, and the role of marine
resources in the historical development of human society. “¥FVEAYIFIRE T LA 507
H BERG s AN AES R R S ELRE, R 2R Z R IR A
FRRNE Bl 457 0 25 2538 R R T AR e B AR N S A 2 B 7 S A J mh b2 ) 4R
. “aimto” Rox“ B AL 7, “with regard to” RN “AE e i, FKoTreeeee 7
ATV T A AR P LA ST IBE S H A E S

3. The discovery of a whaling vessel wreck site, its interpretation, and understanding the
historical and archaeological data in the context of our maritime past is an exciting task.
R BT IO B, RS, B AR N SRR IR R T i ) s N
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:f{k “in the context of” KR “fE-we--- HHRT”  RAER TS TER R X
3 B
g& 4. It involves the hunt for documentary material on whaling activities and individual
Fi whaling vessel losses (newspaper accounts, portions of ship logs, insurance documents,
whaling journals, marine art, maps, etc.). ‘& 55T A I 7% 2 A4 i R
(R85 FhOSCER BORM B A AR4E . e H & IREG SR iR H &, EZARM.
HiE%E).  “ship logs” ZfFNiEHIHZE, “whaling journals” 2RI HE. X
AR TR AR AR N .
Exercises
I. Comprehension: Choose the best answer for each of the following according to
the text.
1. Which country is not mentioned about its whaling history?
A. Japan B. America C. China D. Britain
2. What does MHP stand for?
A. Maritime Heritage Program B. Marine Heritage Program
C. Maritime Help Program D. Marine Help Program
3. According to the text, which discipline is not included in HMAP?
A. Marine Ecology B. Paleo-Ecology C. History D. Linguistics
4. How many years had the Golden Age of American whaling activities been?
A. about 20 years B. about 12 years
C. about a century D. None of the above
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. Translate the following Chinese phrases into English.
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lll. Translate the following English Sentences into Chinese.

1. There’s no doubt that the history of American whaling is a significant part of our national
maritime heritage, for it is a topic that encompasses historic voyages and seafaring traditions set
on a global stage.

2. The American period of historic whaling is but one part in the broader tapestry of whales
and their complex significance (historical, cultural, etc.) to a number of different seafaring
cultures at a number of different times.

3. Whaling made a young nation rich; it brought our commerce to the far corners of the
globe; whaling ships brought different cultures into contact and drew connections between
distant parts of the seas.

4. For the National Marine Sanctuary Program, the whaling topic is larger than any single
wreck site and broader than any one sanctuary.

5. The handbook, video, and poster explore the life history of the world’s most endangered

large whale and human’s history with it from exploitation to conservation.

Case Study

Passage A

Maritime Archaeology

Maritime archaeology is the study of past human
cultures with an emphasis on how humans interacted
with the world’s oceans, lakes and river systems. It is
used to interpret the material remains of these cultures
including ships and small craft, their crews and
cargoes, and their shore-based facilities. While
maritime archaeology is best known for its focus on
shipwrecks, it is really the study of everything
connected to seafaring. It is concerned with all
aspects of maritime culture including technological,
social, economic, political, and religious topics.

The discipline of archaeology has been recognized as
a science for nearly one hundred and fifty years, but

maritime archaeology is a relative newcomer. In the

early 1900’s, sponge divers in the Mediterranean
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discovered spectacular marble and bronze statues on
the seafloor. These finds were much publicized, but
resulted in salvage operations rather than systematic
documentation. The artifacts were recovered, but for
the most part the shipwrecks themselves were
ignored. It was not until 1960 that maritime
archaeology became a science. That summer, George
Bass was invited by the Turkish government to lead
an excavation on what became known as the Cape
Gelidonya Wreck. This was the first excavation
where the supervising archaeologist both dove and
excavated. More importantly, this was also the first
time when proven land archaeological techniques
were adapted for the underwater environment. Using
these methods, the Cape Gelidonya Wreck became
the first shipwreck to be entirely excavated on the
seafloor. A detailed report was published and artifacts
from the site are on public display.

Since then, the field of maritime archaecology has
grown tremendously and research is being conducted
by diverse groups including federal and state
governments, universities, non-profit and for-profit
organizations, and individuals. Maritime archaeologists
use satellites to help reconstruct ancient shorelines
and use side scan sonar to peer miles underneath the
ocean’s surface. Submersibles capable of carrying
passengers have given researchers a first-hand view
of previously inaccessible sites such as the RMS
Titanic. And when the danger to researchers is too
great or cost prohibitive, remotely-operated vehicles
(ROVs) are deployed. These unoccupied highly
maneuverable underwater robots can conduct basic

tasks on the bottom and carry video images back to

the surface.
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NOAA'’s thirteen national marine sanctuaries contain
a diverse collection of archaeological sites. The
Maritime Heritage Program has become the nation’s
leader in the exploration, documentation, and
stewardship of these resources. Since the first national
marine sanctuary was created in 1975 with the newly
discovered shipwreck of the Civil War ironclad USS
Monitor, NOAA has taken a leadership role in the
protection of these fragile sites. In addition to the
Monitor, countless other archaeological sites have
been discovered within the national marine sanctuaries.
NOAA’s dedication to being the principle federal
agency in maritime archaeology was illustrated in
2000 with the establishment of the Thunder Bay
National Marine Sanctuary and Underwater Preserve
in Alpena, Michigan, which maintains stewardship
over one of the nation’s most historically significant
collections of shipwrecks. That same dedication continues
today in the Northwestern Hawaiian Islands Coral
Reef Ecosystem Reserve, which is in the designation
process to become the 14th national marine sanctuary.
This proposed sanctuary is best known for its pristine
natural resources, but it also contains the shipwrecks
of early exploration vessels and whalers, which were
a vital part of the United States and the world’s

economy in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries.

The United States became a world power through its
maritime commerce and naval strength. Using
maritime archaeology to document these material
remains helps us rediscover that proud legacy by
bringing a physical connection to our past. Through

the Maritime Heritage Program, NOAA’s National
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Marine Sanctuaries confirm its commitment to
preserve our rich maritime heritage not only for

today, but also for future generations.
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Passage B

Maritime Silk Road

The maritime Silk Road, like its overland counterpart,
had its origins during the Han Dynasty (202 BC—220
AD). Although vast seas separate the four corners of
the Earth, with advances in shipbuilding and
navigational technologies, maritime transport came to
provide unprecedented access to the most distant
destinations.

It is known that the bulk of the raw and processed silk
transported along the overland Silk Road during the
Han Dynasty was produced primarily along China’s
southern coast and in the coastal Wu, Wei, Qi, and Lu
regions. Since ancient times, these areas have been
thriving centers of shipbuilding as well as silk
production. They were thus able to supply both
commodities for export and the means to transport them
across the sea. It was this combination that provided the
social and material conditions necessary for the

development of maritime trade during the Han Dynasty.
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The maritime routes opened by Emperor Han Wudi
(reigned 141—87 BC) provided access to the Roman
Empire via India, marking the first oceanic route as
well as the earliest marine trading route in the world.
This enabled China to actively seek out overseas
markets and establish foreign trade relations, and laid
the foundation for the development of the maritime Silk
Road.

Han Shu Record (also known as The History of the Han
Dynasty) kept the first complete vivid record on
China’s boats sailing into the Indian Ocean from the
South Sea via the Malacca Strait in Southeast Asian
waters. Han ships would leave from Xuwen in South
China’s Guangdong Province, or Hepu in South
China’s Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region, and via
the South Sea, would arrive in India and Sri Lanka —a
transfer station, where pearls, colored glazes, and other
exotic things could be bought. Chinese silk was
transported to Rome hereafter. Such was the marine
Silk Road.

In his book Nature History, Gaius Plinius Secundus, a
knowledgeable scientist in ancient Rome, recorded,
“four sailors from (today’s Sri Lanka) left for Rome
(during the Caesar Era). According to one of the sailors
named Rutgers, both Rome and Sri Lanka had direct

trade relations with China.”

In 166 of the Han Dynasty, the Roman Emperor sent
envoys to China, presenting various gifts such as ivory
and hawksbill turtles to the imperial royal court, which
marked the earliest friendly relations between China
and European countries. A direct route from the East to
the West was therefore opened up.

During the Tang Dynasty (618—907 AD), Chinese

ships set sail from Guangzhou, bound across the South
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China Sea, thus pioneering the most important routes of
the maritime Silk Road. In addition to transporting silk,
the South China Sea routes stimulated both material
and cultural exchange. Countries throughout Southeast
Asia, South Asia, West Asia, and even FEurope
dispatched emissaries to China via the new maritime
routes to establish diplomatic relations, purchase silk,
and engage of trade of all sorts. Silk, as the principal
maritime trade commodity, flowed in a steady stream
from China to other countries.

Profits from the maritime trade were one of the Chinese
government’s major sources of revenue during this
time. The Tang, Song (960—1279), and Yuan (1271—
1368) Dynasties all appointed special Commissions of
Maritime Affairs at coastal cities including Guangzhou
(Canton), and

Mingzhou (present-day Ningbo),

Quanzhou. These offices were responsible for
overseeing maritime trade and providing logistic
support and preferential treatment for foreign
merchants in China. The maritime Silk Road thus
became a conduit for promoting friendly relations and
linking East and West.

The route was first used in the Qin and Han Dynasties,
and increased in popularity from the Three Kingdoms
Period (220—280 AD) to the Sui Dynasty (581-618
AD). Until the Tang Dynasty An Shi Rebellions
(755-763), this route was always viewed as a secondary
alternative to the overland Silk Road. However, in the
latter half of the eighth century, with wars raging
through the vast Western Regions, trade volumes along
the Maritime Silk Road boomed just as its overland
counterpart suffered a decline.

Technological advances in shipbuilding and navigation
led to the opening of new sea-lanes to Southeast Asia,

Malacca, the Indian Ocean and the Persian Gulf.
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Guangzhou became the first great harbour in China
around the time of the Tang and Song Dynasties,
although it was later substituted by Quanzhou in the
Yuan Dynasty (1271—1368) as the most important
trade port.

The Naval Expedition to the West by Zheng He in the
early part of the Ming Dynasty demonstrated the great
importance of the Maritime Silk Road and was to
represent the peak of its popularity. The governments of
the Ming and Qing Dynasties however issued a ban on
maritime trade, contributing to a massive decline in its
use. As the Opium War broke out in 1840, the Silk

Road on the sea disappeared completely.
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Words & Phrases

n. i HY)
n. Wi Bk

n. (Al KAL) 52

n. MHREH, KREMRE
n BT ARy

archaeology [.a:ki'plod3i]
remain [rI'mein]|
cargo ['ka:gau]
shipwreck ['{1prek]
newcomer ['nju:kama(r)]
n. 4

n. ¥ EEHK

n. NLfildh, FLZ4
n. 248 JTd

sponge [spand3]
salvage ['selvidz]
artifact ['a:to.fekt]
excavation [.eksko'verfon]
n. K

submersible [sab'ms:sabal]

seafloor ['si:flo:]
n. WK, VB
prohibitive [pro'hibitiv] — adj. (FE #4551t &= 1
maneuverable [monu:varabal]
stewardship ['stjtwad,{1p]
n. R H

adj. JRIIRAEHI: RZE

ironclad ['aronklaed]
pristine ['pristi:n]
counterpart ['kaunta,pa:t]
adj. HATHI, MR
adj. FIFTRE M

navigational [in@vr'geifonl]

unprecedented [An'presidentid]

n. AR U B

adj. HAIRIER), AYLBITER
n. EHENZIUL KRBT

EHTAE



route [ru:t] n. Ak

glaze [gleiz] n. Fikl

exotic [1g'zotik] adj. FEE M SR

envoy ['envor] n. ffi{i, 4T HE

hawksbill ['ho:ksbil]  n. HUFE(—Fhrh A1)

emissaries ['emuseri:z] Nn. (4P _ER)f# 35 (44 18] emissary R EE )
revenue ['revonju:] n. (EZXFNHZ N, Bl

Terms

1. RMS Titanic(EZMR%e “Z2HJE " *5): Royal Mail Steamship (RMS) Titanic was a
British passenger liner that sank in the North Atlantic Ocean on 15 April 1912 after colliding
with an iceberg during her maiden voyage from Southampton, UK to New York City, US. The
sinking of Titanic caused the deaths of more than 1,500 people in one of the deadliest peacetime
maritime disasters in modern history.

SRR “RBE SR MEEBEM, T 19124 4 7 15 0 LfjinE Lk
WJEPTR ALK . “FREfET” S5 NS 2 & Z A, tHRIF 8 H Ry E A2

“REJET” STTER T 1500 2 N, ARSI N E iz —, [
o) N B —

2. USS Monitor ( “ZLJEfE” 2 H f): United States Ship (USS) Monitor was an iron
hulled steamship and the first ironclad warship commissioned by the United States Navy during
the American Civil War. Designed by the Swedish-born engineer and inventor John Ericsson, the
Monitor is most famous for her participation in the Battle of Hampton Roads on 9 March 1862,
where she fought with the Confederate casemate ironclad CSS Virginia. This was the first-ever
battle fought between two ironclads.

“ERNE SRHMR R E R AR EM L —, A MR — e B, e
KL « B TR BT, 1862 4E3 H 9 H, ES5HETABEER “HERL” T
ALAE 9 5 JE 2K i J ) D0 Bt T, 51 1 BUARE SRR s ki AR, PR T EL
ET R TV

3. Thunder Bay National Marine Sanctuary and Underwater Preserve(Sk @i [ 5 i
R X 5K FR$#[X): The Thunder Bay National Marine Sanctuary and Underwater
Preserve is a U.S. National Marine Sanctuary on Thunder Bay, part of Lake Huron, within the
U.S. state of Michigan. The 448-square-mile (1,160 km”) sanctuary and underwater preserve
protects an estimated 116 historically significant shipwrecks ranging from nineteenth century
wooden side-wheelers to twentieth century steel-hulled steamers. The Thunder Bay is the

thirteenth National Marine Sanctuary designated by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
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Administration. It was established in 2000.

SAEVE [ SRR ORI X 5K T R AP X 36 [ B B SR AR 37 X, A T3 BOR M ARAE
A . ORI X 3 448 P73 (1160 P57 T-K), 496 116 N HA EE & LK)
VUMRENE, XEEPTATEAE A 19 SR IR AT 2] 20 D RIERTTR M. REELREE
FHFEM K E R JE TR 13 DNEZHEERTX, MALT 2000 4.

4. Zheng He(#i ). Zheng He (1371-1433) was a Hui court eunuch, mariner, explorer,
diplomat, and fleet admiral during China’s early Ming dynasty. Zheng commanded expeditionary
voyages to Southeast Asia, South Asia, the Middle East, and East Africa from 1405 to 1433. As a
favorite of the Yongle Emperor, he rose to the top of the imperial hierarchy and served as
commander of the southern capital Nanjing. These voyages were long neglected in official
Chinese histories but have become well known in China and abroad since the publication of
Liang Qichao’s Biography of Our Homeland’s Great Navigator, Zheng He in 1904.

KA(1371 £—1433 4F), RN, FEBANHER . RKEK. SLEK. BEE. M 1405
FE) 1433 4, ARGHTEMEREIL. FEI. PR, RIEFE. AR KREWRZR,
HEmhL, BERMRT&. MAKZEATESIKIE A, JERk AR HBALE 1904 £4EK T
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Notes

1. Since then, the field of maritime archaeology has grown tremendously and research is
being conducted by diverse groups including federal and state governments,
universities, non-profit and for-profit organizations, and individuals. MAFLASS, ¥ E
EHERPT ARSI TR, BRI NS BT, AR
BUF MG MBUN . K% FEFPEMERMEALLL A N “non-profit” fEAFE
FIfE,  “for-profit” F&7& FH: .

2. Submersibles capable of carrying passengers have given researchers a first-hand view
of previously inaccessible sites such as the RMS Titanic. A E/K S 1EWF 7 &A1
PASRHRF 3 LRI TGS 1 X 42, 40 S KBS 2838 J8 oo 75 iU s . “capable
of” g “Heeeee REJIM” ,  “afirst-hand view” F2EIRE 2.

3. Although vast seas separate the four corners of the Earth, with advances in shipbuilding
and navigational technologies, maritime transport came to provide unprecedented
access to the most distant destinations. /& Z I HIHFFEIE R 73 BRITR, SR 1T
BEE IE MR M BRI, R i i H s, g bz oyt e it
THTHIER] . “provide access to” f& “Jyee----FR-MAELEF]” , unprecedented F5 Hi ft
KA.

i

T
TS
mEEy
mmEs



Exercises

I. Comprehension: Choose the best answer for each of the following according to
the text.

1. Which city was the most important harbour in China during Yuan Dynasty?
A. Guangzhou B. Quanzhou
C. Ningbo D. Shanghai
2. How many years ago, the Roman envoys presented various gifts to the Chinese

imperial court?

A. about 180 years ago B. about 1800 years ago
C. about 2800 years ago D. about 3800 years ago
3. Which was the first shipwreck to be entirely explored on the seafloor?
A. USS Monitor B. Thunder Bay
C. RMS Titanic D. the Cape Gelidonya Wreck
4. How many national marine sanctuaries are there in NOAA?
A. 31 B. 16 C.23 D. 13

5. According to the article, what was the main reason why the Maritime Silk Road
boomed and took over its overland counterpart?

A. politics B. finance C. wars D. weather

. Translate the following Chinese phrases into English.
. B
LS vl ISl
BB RGURIX
. VTR

- AR K R
R nbi1 K57
L7 H gk

T AH ]

. UEBUR

10. ZE1E¥G B 5

[ll. Translate the following English Sentences into Chinese.

1. While maritime archaeology is best known for its focus on shipwrecks, it is really the

study of everything connected to seafaring.
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2. NOAA'’s dedication to being the principle federal agency in maritime archaeology was
illustrated in 2000 with the establishment of the Thunder Bay National Marine Sanctuary and
Underwater Preserve in Alpena, Michigan, which maintains stewardship over one of the nation’s
most historically significant collections of shipwrecks.

3. This proposed sanctuary is best known for its pristine natural resources, but it also
contains the shipwrecks of early exploration vessels and whalers, which were a vital part of the
United States and the world’s economy in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries.

4. This enabled China to actively seek out overseas markets and establish foreign trade
relations, and laid the foundation for the development of the maritime Silk Road.

5. Countries throughout Southeast Asia, South Asia, West Asia, and even Europe dispatched
emissaries to China via the new maritime routes to establish diplomatic relations, purchase silk,

and engage of trade of all sorts.



