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[ About the Author)

Sir Francis Bacon was an English reformer, philosopher, champion of modern science,
lawyer, statesman, essayist and historian. Early in his career, he claimed “all knowledge
as his province” and afterwards he dedicated himself to a wholesale revaluation and
re-structuring of traditional learning. While he was founding and promoting this new
project for the advancement of learning, Bacon was also moving up the ladder of state
service. His career aspirations had been largely disappointed under Elizabeth |, but, with
the ascension of James, his political fortunes rose. Knighted in 1603, he was then steadily
promoted to a series of offices, including Solicitor General (1607), Attorney General (1613)
and eventually Lord Chancellor (1618). While serving as Chancellor, he was indicted( §
78 ) on charges of bribery and forced to leave public office. He then retired to his estate
where he devoted himself full time to his continuing literary, scientific and philosophic
work. He died in 1626, leaving behind a cultural legacy that, better or worse, includes
most of the foundation for the triumph of technology and for the modern world as we
currently know it.

In Bacon’s day, it was the common opinion of educated men that anything worth
careful consideration ought to be published in Latin. In 1597, however, 10 little essays of
Bacon appeared in vernacular ( 153 ) and met with instantaneous success. They were
merely observations from notebooks put together in essay form and not considered by
the author important enough to demand expression in Latin. Fifteen years later, 38 essays
were published, and in 1625, the complete number—58 came out. These were the first
example of the genre in English literature, which has been recognized as the important
landmark in the development of English prose. Bacon is therefore generally regarded as
the “Father of English essays".

Unlike Montaigne, the French originator of the genre essay, who wrote pieces more
on personal rumination and humanity, Francis Bacon wrote to inform and educate,
generally, the young people of his class. His compact essays on various subjects were
pithy, packed with wisdom, brilliantly concise and epigrammatical. The explicit, direct

and terse prose style exerts great influence on subsequent English writing.




Of Studies

Francis Bacon

Studies serve for delight, for ornament, and for ability. Their chief use
for delight is in privateness and retiring; for ornament, is in discourse; and
for ability, is in the judgment and disposition of business. For expert men'
can execute, and perhaps judge of particulars, one by one; but the general
counsels, and the plots and marshalling of affairs, come best from those that
are learned. To spend too much time in studies is sloth; to use them too much
for ornament, is affectation; to make judgment wholly by their rules, is the
humour® of a scholar. They perfect nature, and are perfected by experience:
for natural abilities are like natural plants, that need pruning, by study; and
studies themselves do give forth directions too much at large, except they be
bounded in by experience. Crafty men contemn studies, simple men® admire
them, and wise men use them; for they teach not their own use; but that is
wisdom without them, and above them, won by observation. Read not to
contradict and confute; nor to believe and take for granted; nor to find talk
and discourse; but to weigh and consider. Some books are to be tasted, others
to be swallowed, and some few to be chewed and digested; that is, some books
are to be read only in parts; others to be read, but not curiously*; and some few
to be read wholly, and with diligence and attention. Some books also may be
read by deputy, and extracts made of them by others; but that would be only
in the less important argument and the meaner sort of books, else distilled

1 expert men: experienced men 252 A

2 humour: (old English) a person’s mental qualities; temperament. Here it means the queer
temperament. {%J5%

simple men: simple minded and easily cheated men 3k {& .2 A
4 curiously: (old English) with care j#{El
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books are like common distilled waters, flashy things.

Reading maketh a full man; conference a ready man; and writing an
exact man. And therefore, if a man write little, he had need have a great
memory; if he confer little, he had need have a present wit: and if he read
little, he had need have much cunning, to seem to know that he doth not.
Histories make men wise; poets witty; the mathematics subtle; natural
philosophy deep; moral grave; logic and rhetoric able to contend. Abeunt
studia in mores'. Nay, there is no stond or impediment in the wit but may be
wrought out by fit studies; like as diseases of the body may have appropriate
exercises. Bowling is good for the stone and reins; shooting for the lungs and
breast; gentle walking for the stomach; riding for the head; and the like. So if a
man'’s wit be wandering, let him study the mathematics; for in demonstrations,
if his wit be called away never so little, he must begin again. If his wit be not
apt to distinguish or find differences, let him study the Schoolmen; for they are
cymini sectores®. If he be not apt to beat over matters, and to call up one thing
to prove and illustrate another, let him study the lawyers’ cases. So every defect

of the mind may have a special receipt.

Words and Phrases

marshal ['ma:(l] V. to arrange in logical order %3l

sloth [slau8)] n. laziness, especially with regard to work 115

contemn [kan'tem] V. to treat or regard with contempt; scorn EEAI,
B figE

deputy ['depjuti] n. a person appointed to represent or act on
behalf of others | F; %

extract ['ekstraekt] n. an extract from a book or a piece of writing

1 Abeunt studia in mores: (Latin) Studies pass into the character; what one has studied will
eventually become part of his character. T, BA k.

2 cymini sectores: (Latin) dividers of cumin seeds; hair-splitters; people who care too much of
the details WERHEZ A



that is printed or published separately %,

pin

confer [kan'f3:] v. have a conference in order to talk something
over T

subtle ['satl] adj. able to make fine distinctions i1}

impediment [1m'pedimant] n. any structure that makes progress difficult jj
fi3, BHIE

wrought [ra:t] adj. shaped to fit by or as if by altering the contours
of a pliable mass (as by work or effort) #i ],
ML

reins [reinz] n. the kidneys or loins &, %

1.

Reading Comprehension Questions

The first sentence summarizes the functions of studies. Can you think of
any other functions of studies?

How do you understand the sentence “To spend too much time in studies
is sloth”?

What is the relation between “studies” and “experience”?

4. The author introduces his method of reading books to us. Do you agree

with him?

. Do you believe every defect of the mind may have a special receipt? How

does the author make his point convincing?

Questions on Writing Style and Language

. Have you noticed any stylistic feature of Francis Bacon’s writing? Are

his sentences long or short? What particular effect is produced by these
sentences?

Parallelism means giving two or more parts of the sentences a similar
form so as to give the passage a definite pattern. Can you identify parallel
sentences in the essay? What is the effect?
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3. Epigram states a simple truth pithily and pungently. It is usually terse
and arouses interest and surprise by its deep insight into certain aspects of
human behavior or feeling. Can you find some examples of epigram in
this essay?

4. The author enumerates different aspects of studies. How does the author
arrange his points? Do you see the logic between the sentences?

5. The following is a translation of “OF Studies” by Professor Wang Zuoliang.

Do you think it is a good translation? Why or why not?

148
IR #
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Of Marriage and Single Life

Francis Bacon

He that hath wife and children hath given hostages to fortune; for they
are impediments to great enterprises, either of virtue or mischief. Certainly
the best works, and of greatest merit for the public, have proceeded from the
unmarried or childless men; which both in affection and means, have married
and endowed the public. Yet it were great reason that those that have children,
should have greatest care of future times; unto which they know they must
transmit their dearest pledges. Some there are, who though they lead a single
life, yet their thoughts do end with themselves, and account future times
impertinences. Nay, there are some other, that account wife and children,
but as bills of charges. Nay more, there are some foolish rich covetous men
that take a pride, in having no children, because they may be thought so
much the richer. For perhaps they have heard some talk, “Such an one is a
great rich man”, and another except to it, “Yea, but he hath a great charge of
children”, as if it were an abatement to his riches. But the most ordinary cause
of a single life, is liberty, especially in certain self-pleasing and humorous
minds, which are so sensible of every restraint, as they will go near to think
their girdles and garters, to be bonds and shackles. Unmarried men are best
friends, best masters, best servants; but not always best subjects; for they are
light to run away; and almost all fugitives, are of that condition. A single life
doth well with churchmen; for charity will hardly water the ground, where it
must first fill a pool. It is indifferent for judges and magistrates; for if they be
facile and corrupt, you shall have a servant, five times worse than a wife. For
soldiers, I find the generals commonly in their hortatives, put men in mind
of their wives and children; and I think the despising of marriage amongst
the Turks, maketh the vulgar soldier more base. Certainly wife and children
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are a kind of discipline of humanity; and single men, though they may be
many times more charitable, because their means are less exhaust, yet, on
the other side, they are more cruel and hardhearted (good to make severe
inquisitors), because their tenderness is not so oft called upon. Grave natures,
led by custom, and therefore constant, are commonly loving husbands, as was
said of Ulysses, vetulam suam praetulit immortalitati'. Chaste women are
often proud and froward, as presuming upon the merit of their chastity. It is
one of the best bonds, both of chastity and obedience, in the wife, if she think
her husband wise; which she will never do, if she find him jealous. Wives are
young men'’s mistresses; companions for middle age; and old men’s nurses. So
as a man may have a quarrel to marry, when he will. But yet he was reputed
one of the wise men?, that made answer to the question, when a man should
marry: “A young man not yet, an elder man not at all.” It is often seen that
bad husbands, have very good wives; whether it be, that it raiseth the price of
their husband’s kindness, when it comes; or that the wives take a pride in their
patience. But this never fails, if the bad husbands were of their own choosing,
against their friends’ consent; for then they will be sure to make good their
own folly.

€3 Words and Phrases

mischief ['mist[1f] n. the quality or nature of being harmful or evil
ik, wE
pledge [pleds] n. a deposit of personal property as security for a

debt #LHH ()
impertinence [1m'p3:tinans] n.  the trait of being rude and impertinent &7, oAl

covetous ['kavatas] adj. a covetous person has a strong desire to

1 vetulam suam praetulit immortalitati: He preferred his old wife to immortality. This is what
Cicero said of Ulysses. lA)5| AW P LE AWK . BURRUES D) (SERR ) H—5, 28
A MR EZER AR X AFT SR .

2 one of the wise men: refers to Thakes of Miletus (640-550BC), who was one of the Seven Sages

of Greece. HORFIFHIZE T, WAMEITH WL 22—



